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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  xiii Acknowledgments I want to thank the many good people at the University of North Carolina Press for making this work possible. David Perry as editor-in-chief remained a paragon of patience, always providing warm, encouraging, and gracious support throughout the publication process. Ron Maner headed the editorial project with his usual friendly and accommodating manner. Zach Read made the final preparations for the manuscript to go to press. How fortunate I am to have profited from a close association with all those who have facilitated this contribution to “The Littlefield History of the Civil War Era.” Some years ago the series editors, Gary W. Gallagher and T. Michael Parrish, encouraged me to write a volume on the diplomacy of the war. Gary read the manuscript on its submission, applying his scholarly expertise to the work and improving its quality. Michael meanwhile regularly inquired about my progress when we met at conferences, offering to help in any way possible. Martin Crawford served as an outside reader for the manuscript, thankfully revealing his identity and thereby allowing me to express the deepest appreciation for his numerous superb suggestions since incorporated into the final product. Stevie Champion provided excellent copyediting, making many recommendations that improved the manuscript . Immensely helpful were the archivists and staffs of several research institutions, including the Library of Congress, National Archives, Massachusetts Historical Society, British Library, Public Record Office, University of Southampton, and Bodleian Library of Oxford University in England. Pat Causey in the Interlibrary Loan office at the University of Alabama was particularly adept at securing elusive materials. Dean Robert Olin approved a sabbatical at a critical juncture in my writing. Two colleagues here at the University of Alabama, George C. Rable and Lawrence F. Kohl, shared their xiv Acknowledgments rich knowledge of the Civil War and provided constant encouragement. My close friend Donald A. Rakestraw drew my attention to many key sources and clarified my thoughts by asking the right questions. I am dedicating this volume to my two mentors at Indiana University, Maurice G. Baxter and Robert H. Ferrell, and to longtime friend Frank J. Merli, who has passed on but remains a constant influence on my thinking on the Civil War. Some years ago, I met Maurice and Bob in Kokomo, Indiana , where I interviewed for an Eli Lilly Fellowship in American History at Indiana University that launched my college teaching career. Maurice, too, is deceased but also had a lasting impact on my professional life. Bob stands as a model for all those fortunate to have worked with him. Author or editor of more than fifty books, he has always maintained a work regimen unmatched by anyone, high ethical standards that are unimpeachable, and a deep humility that is enviable. From Frank I first grasped the importance of the international dimension of the Civil War—that this tragic story of our divided nation involved diplomats and negotiations as well as generals and battles. Frank and I profited immeasurably from what became known among history graduate students at Indiana University as the “Ferrell treatment” in our writings, but more than that we learned the sacred responsibility of relating the nation’s history to readers along with the importance of maintaining a gentle, kindly disposition both inside and outside the classroom. My dedication would not be complete, however, without thanking Frank’s loving wife Margaret for sharing the “Merli Archives” with me and thereby helping to strengthen this work. And, finally, my family has again provided the chief reason for my spending so much time in solitude. My partner in life and dearest friend, Mary Ann, has never complained about my long hours glaring into a computer; nor have my daughters Debbie and Shari failed to express interest in the current project, whatever that one may be. My hope is that the grandchildren— Tim, Ashley, and Lauren—will come to appreciate history as much as the rest of the family, including my late mom and dad. If this book has any value, it is primarily due to the inspiration, friendship, support, and guidance of those mentioned above; any problems still on these pages are of my own making. Northport, Alabama Summer 2009 [54.226.229.159] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 11:05 GMT) Blue & Gray Diplomacy This page intentionally left blank ... 
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