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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  CHAPTER 7 Subjunctive Materialities What’s going on? Muni wakes up when I reach his apartment at around 2:00 p.m. He meets me by the door. “Did you hear what one of Putin’s advisers said yesterday?” he asks, continuing without waiting for a reply. “He said that Russia will go to war with Georgia again on the sixth of June.” He gets dressed, and we go to Gosha’s house. On the way we pass a building with a sign saying, “Batumi City Hall.” “It used to be one of Abashidze’s buildings,” Muni explains. “Officially it was a pool hall, but unofficially everybody knew it was where you went to buy drugs. It was Abashidze’s son who ran it.” Gosha is just waking up as we reach his house. We sit at a table where I put my recorder. “I’ve been sleeping for the last twenty-four hours,” Gosha says in a rusty voice, “I haven’t smoked or taken pills or had coffee. I feel sick.” Muni wants to check the statement of Putin’s adviser on the Internet, but Gosha’s computer isn’t working. “Vavo sat here all night yesterday looking at porn; there were probably five hundred windows open with porn—horse porn, vegetable porn, tennis porn, table leg porn, all kinds of porn—and now the computer has a virus,” Gosha notes wryly. Muni tells him what Putin’s adviser said about the possibility of another war. Gosha says it annoys him that Georgians always blame the Russians and never take any responsibility themselves. “Even during the war, everyone was complaining, and even those who were at the border ran away. They have no courage. In France and Russia things were changed because people dared to; Russia won over Napoleon and Hitler because people went to battle and were killed—they knew that people would [have to] die if they were going to win. It’s not like that here. Here people fight the war only in front of their TV. They see that the Russians are here, and they hurry home to eat and drink wine, drink wine, drink wine, and complain about things 148 • Chapter 7 and about Russia. I’m proud to be Georgian; even in Russia, when I was attacked by some skinheads, I still said I was Georgian. But there are no intelligent people left in this country; they all left. Then there is Saakashvili. If you only knew what he does—oh, Martin, you wouldn’t believe it. He lies, and people believe him.” Muni smiles and briefly applauds Gosha’s speech. “For centuries,” Muni says, “Russia and Armenia were our friends and Turkey was our enemy; today it has all turned around. When I was small I read in my schoolbooks that Turkey was an enemy. They are not an enemy anymore, but I can’t just change my opinion. Have you seen what they are doing by the bulvar? The new buildings? The big hotel? It’s terrible. I think it’s Saakashvili’s mother’s project, and it’s her house.” Uncertainty and speculation often surrounded discussions about events on a broader societal and political level. although my informants generally held that they were not interested in politics, they would at times recount stories they had heard on the news. emil sometimes eagerly watched CNN when he visited me to find out when the international financial crisis would be over, and Muni sometimes showed me clips that he had come across on the Internet featuring russian or Georgian political statements about the possibility of another armed conflict. actual participation in political activities and engagement with party politics, however, was almost nonexistent. there were two reasons for this. First, the political sphere was often seen as a “dirty business” fraught with lies, corruption, and immorality. Second, there was a general sentiment among my informants that little could be changed. at the local elections in late 2008, emil was the only one I knew of who actually voted, and he did so only as a favor to his neighbor, an active member of the local branch of a national party. When we talked about it a few days later, emil did not remember which party he had just voted for. Interest in the political was more a matter of concern about where things were going and how this would affect their individual lives. Such concerns were particularly well reflected in the way... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781439909201
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781439909188, 9781439909195
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					845254764
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					216
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-08-12
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2016

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	