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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Afterword Ernest Hemingway and American Literature’s Legacy of Environmental Disengagement This project has allowed me to realize two things about the relationship the United States shares with the natural world. The first is that it took (or has taken, depending upon how one views the current status of environmental politics) far too long for a coherent, sustained, and effective environmental movement to develop in the United States. As this book demonstrates, it has been possible to protest the nation’s environmental unsustainability since the early nineteenth century, but the transformation of sporadic protest into a unified environmental movement has been hampered by a number of factors. Sometimes the environmental message was unheard or abandoned because the bearers of the message were out of fashion (as was the case with Cooper and Longfellow); sometimes the audience only heard the portions of the message that were convenient to it (as was the case when Emerson’s environmental philosophy was narrowed to the parts that suited the purposes of an expansionist and imperialist nation); sometimes real progress toward environmental goals was arrested due to leadership changes and catastrophic human tragedies (such as the end of the Theodore Roosevelt presidency and the world wars that rendered environmental politics less important); sometimes the audience was so afraid of difference that it preemptively silenced the environmental message (as was the case with Cather and Steinbeck). In the end, James Fenimore Cooper’s reservations about the American political system seem to have borne themselves out, at least in the realm of environmental politics. Until at least the late twentieth century (again, if we even want to grant this), national leaders failed to execute a coherent , consistent, and effective environmental policy, and the democratic mass rejected environmental reforms as threats to its privileged concepts of progress, free markets, and individualism. The second, and more haunting, realization is that the United States has gone—and still goes—to staggering lengths to ignore environmental 125 126 Environmental Evasion realities that have been profoundly hard to deny since the early decades of the twentieth century when it became apparent, to anyone who wished to consider it, that North America was not the illimitable, indestructible space that it seemed to be throughout most of the nineteenth century. Cather, Steinbeck, and Hurston worked against the grain of entrenched environmental and spatial politics, but the overwhelming trend of American environmental politics throughout the twentieth century was to maintain faith in nature’s limitedness and indomitability against all evidence to the contrary. Throughout Environmental Evasion, I have pointed out that the relationship between American literature and American culture is never the one we want it to be. I have argued that American literature’s environmental heroes—Emerson and Thoreau—are not as saintly as we wish they were; I have suggested that “nature’s nation” has never been as innocent as the label implies; and I have focused on author after author who approached the natural world in ways that departed from what I have consistently presented as an undesirable norm. I want to conclude this book, however, with a move in the opposite direction. I want to suggest that in Ernest Hemingway we can see American literature and culture pursuing the same goals but in an unfortunate manner. Hemingway’s writings consistently deny environmental crisis even while testifying to its global reality and providing a stunning demonstration of the evasive environmental politics that prevailed in American literature and culture throughout much of the twentieth century. Ernest Hemingway was raised to believe in Theodore Roosevelt’s program of vigorous outdoor activity and to appreciate nature in the respective spiritual and scientific modes of John Burroughs and Louis Agassiz. His writings—from the beginning to the end of his career—contain such an aptitude for naturalistic observation that critics still agree with Alfred Kazin’s judgment that “no nature writer in all American literature save Thoreau has had Hemingway’s sensitiveness to color, to climate, to the knowledge of physical energy under heat or cold, that knowledge of the body thinking and moving through a landscape” (334).1 Despite his commitment to observation and his penchant for naturalistic description, Hemingway practiced a politics of environmental evasion that is remarkable because of the lengths it goes in In Our Time (1925) and Green Hills of Africa (1935) to preserve an idea of a perpetually virgin and perpetually available natural world.2 Even acknowledging the global patterns of environmental destruction that threaten the natural spaces he loves... 
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