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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  SPACE, FREEDOM, ACTIVE, LOVE Ian and Lee Rennie share their memories of sunny Winnipeg. As Lee and I talk about Winnipeg childhoods in the ’30s, there are certain expressive words that come to mind, such as space, freedom, active, love—words which need to be fleshed out. And of course, whatever some may think, Winnipeg was hardly the boondocks in those days; in fact, it was the third largest city in Canada. Space meant lots of room—even in the cities: rivers and riverbanks, creeks and gullies, large parks—Assiniboine, Polo Park, Kildonan—to name a few. With just a brief walk, and over a trestle, you were right out in the country, where you sensed the infinite horizon and the glorious clouds. Freedom began as soon as school was out. In five to five and a half months of winter (November to mid-April) it meant tobogganing down river banks and gulleys, and at a party down the great slides at Polo Park, skating—at local skating rinks and on the river, and as one grew older, skiing. These late afternoons finished at supper time. In the warm weather there was bicycle There Was Always Something to Do 191 “Color-color.” Keith and Kim Gosse, 1952. riding, which in the summer holidays could go on all day and right into the evening. And the weather always seems to be good—good and cold, good and hot, and just plain good. Seldom did days ever seem to be spoiled by rain, so there always seemed to be the freedom to do what you wished. Active seems to encapsulate one of the qualities of life. Life was always busy, usually at your own instigation or that of your friends. Time didn’t seem to hang on your hands. Love was always present. As a child you were not particularly reflective about it—you just took it for granted. Yet now as you look back, and realize how difficult the Dirty Thirties on the prairies were for our parents, we are amazed at the strength of character that they exhibited. My father was in the grain business, in the Winnipeg office of the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, yet often his stories were of how much worse off were the farmers. Lee’s father began to develop serious arthritis of the spine, until as a relatively young man he was virtually doubled over. Yet we were given constant love, with little or no idea of what our parents were suffering in worry and apprehension. As we look back we thank God that we were privileged to be prairie kids. VICTORIA DAY IN PONOKA Holidays were important events because there was often a celebration or at least a break from the daily routine. Lis Schmidt Robert shares her memory of a very special event. I can’t recall full details from my 6th year of life, but that year our Victoria Day celebration went something like this: We had all received small Union Jacks at school. Then ten or so children in our neighbourhood decided it would be a good idea to put on a parade. We put our family’s cylinder record player in our wagon, put on the record “Rule Britannia” or “There’ll Always Be an England” (I don’t remember which) and turned on the player. We then marched around the block pulling the wagon, singing with the record, and waving our flags. 192 Freedom to Play ... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780889207318
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780889204065, 9781554587315
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					123379897
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					224
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-04-16
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2002

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	