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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 5 Toward Kenshō An Inner Journey (1899–1904) The Fourth Higher School Nishida returned to was being radically reformed under the leadership of Höjö Tokiyuki. Student conduct had deteriorated since the founding days of the school when Nishida had been a student. After Japan’s victory in its war with China (1894– 1895), the higher school students had “softened” their moral values; many engaged in heavy drinking, and a few even commuted to school from the demimonde.1 Höjö believed that students were the future of Japan and that an educator’s mission was to guide them properly. In 1898, to prepare the ground for school reform, he ﬁrst brought his trusted colleagues, Hori Koretaka2 (a professor of Japanese) from a middle school in Yamaguchi, and Mitake Kingorö from Yamaguchi Higher School. In the following year, he discharged a few professors who had set bad examples for the students. In their stead, he brought in Sugimori Korema, professor of English; Toda Kaiichi, professor of economics, geography, and law; Nakame Satoru, professor of German and French; Ibaraki Seijirö, professor of English; Tanabe Ryüji, professor of English and Nishida, professor of philosophy and German. Once the teaching staff was strengthened, Höjö went about implementing his reform measures. He discouraged the prevalent practice of students’ cutting classes; he set up a “temperance society” (sesshukai );3 and he introduced a mentor system, in which each student was assigned to a faculty member so that personal ties could be formed between students and professors.4 At ﬁrst, students reacted negatively to Höjö’s reform measures, which seemed to them too intrusive. A group of students even turned their feelings into action and assaulted Höjö on the day of a school athletic meet.5 On the following day, Höjö called the culprits into his ofﬁce and spoke to them in a calm voice: Toward Kenshō (1899–1904) Up until today, I have been constantly irritated by students, because everywhere I turned, I only saw gutless students worse than rotted women. But today at this school I discovered you young men, who are fearless and high spirited. I cannot help but feel greatly delighted. The only thing I wish for you is that henceforth you channel your fearlessness and high spiritedness into your academic studies and achieve good results.6 End of speech. Students, dumbfounded, were most impressed by Höjö’s magnanimity, and said to one another: “The new principal is a cool guy!” Thereafter they applied themselves assiduously to their studies and many became men of considerable achievements.7 This incident probably took place a year before Nishida’s arrival, but everyone knew about it. When classes began on September 11, Nishida quickly became immersed in school-related activities. He taught logic and German that year. School duties, on top of his family responsibilities, kept him busy. In his September 15 letter to Yamamoto, he describes the difﬁculty of pursuing Zen practice amid so many responsibilities, but he tried to stick to his routine of doing zazen both morning and evening. I’m ashamed that I have made very little progress in my Zen practice. Although I want to, it is really hard to practice Zen when I have a job in the outside world and a wife and children at home. But from what I understand, if one continues to practice even an hour or half an hour daily with total concentration, and if one maintains this mental intensity of concentration at all times, the process of practice gradually “ripens.” I also understand that it is the worst thing to stop practicing for even a day. . . . Fortunately, Master Setsumon is available at Utatsu Hill. When things settle down a bit, I intend to muster my courage and resume my practice with him. Lately, I keenly feel that nothing is more important than the salvation of my soul (kokoro no sukui), so much so that even if I were to give many years to the practice of Zen without any concrete result, it is still the only thing I would like to pursue in my life. . . . A man of old said that he who seeks the Way does not mind devoting his entire body and life to that pursuit. When even I don’t know my “true self,” how could my wife and children stand in the way of my practice to ﬁnd my true self ? I think there was a passage in the Bible... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780824865658
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780824824020
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					52922540
				

			

			
									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	