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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  t w o Dream and Writing in Blanchot The Experience of Writing, ‘‘Impossibility,’’ and the Dream In his critical works, Blanchot often speaks of an ‘‘experience’’: The Experience of Mallarmé or The Experience of Igitur, The Experience of Proust and The Experience of Lautréamont.1 This ‘‘experience’’ is neither the extra-textual experience of a subject placed at the origin of writing nor the experience of a written object conceived as the product of the work of such a subject . Blanchot’s ‘‘experience’’—the experience of Blanchot—is the experience of writing understood, itself, as experience. Consequently, Blanchot’s re- ﬂections on the ‘‘experiences of’’ other writers entangle themselves thoroughly in the reﬂexive webbing of the experience of the experience of writing.2 This entanglement begins in the impossibility of determining a subject when it comes to the experience of writing. ‘‘To write’’ says Blanchot, ‘‘is to pass from Je to Il, such that what happens to me happens to no one.’’3 This Il is not an identiﬁable third person to whom any writing that happens may be referred. Rather, it remains ‘‘uncharacterizable’’: If . . . to write is to pass from je to il, il, when substituted for je, does not simply designate another me any more than it would designate aesthetic 48 Dream and Writing in Blanchot 49 disinterestedness . . . what remains to be discovered is what is at stake when writing responds to the demands of this uncharacterizable il.4 Blanchot’s il is a ‘‘third person that is neither a third person, nor the simple cloak of impersonality.’’5 Nor does this neither . . . nor construction that structures all of Blanchot’s propositions concerning the il of writing map out any via negativa to the positing of a subject. Rather, it obeys the strange logic of ‘‘the neutral,’’ the term by which Blanchot names the impossibility of determining the il of writing as any subject, whether individual or collective:6 The narrative il . . . thus marks the intrusion of the other—understood as neutral—in its irreducible strangeness . . . The other speaks. But when the other is speaking, no one speaks because the other, which we must refrain from honoring with a capital letter that would determine it by way of a majestic substantive, as though it had some substantial or even unique presence , is precisely never simply the other. The other is neither the one nor the other, and the neutral that indicates it withdraws it from both, as it does from unity, always establishing itself outside the term, the act, or the subject through which it claims to offer itself. The narrative voice . . . derives from this its aphony. It is a voice that has no place in the work, but neither does it hang over it; far from falling out of some sky under the guarantee of a superior Transcendence, the il is . . . rather a kind of void in the work.7 ‘‘Neutral’’ rather than negative, the impossibility of determining the il as a subject indicates, for Blanchot, an experience that cannot be understood in terms of the traditional (Aristotelian) logic of possibility: But must we not also say: impossibility, neither negation nor afﬁrmation, indicates what in being has always already preceded being and yields to no ontology? Certainly, we must! Which amounts to the presentiment that it is again being that awaits in possibility, and that if it negates itself in possibility, it is in order better to preserve itself from this other experience that always precedes it and is always more initial than the afﬁrmation that names being. This would be the experience that . . . we are seeking to name . . . in speaking of the neutral.8 And this ‘‘other experience’’ is the experience of the other, on which, according to Blanchot, all experience depends: Impossibility is nothing other than the mark of what we so readily call experience, for there is experience in the strict sense only where something radically other is in play.9 [3.82.145.95] Project MUSE (2024-04-02 23:50 GMT) 50 Dream and Writing in Blanchot The strict sense of ‘‘experience’’ marked, throughout Blanchot’s writings , by ‘‘impossibility’’ departs from the familiar sense in which a subject , as subject, does its dance with an object or with its own subjectivity. Rather, experience of the other as other—‘‘experience’’ in Blanchot’s strict sense—is marked, fundamentally, by the impossibility of saying whether that genitive construction (‘‘experience of the other’’) is to be read as subjective or... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780823248261
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780823228652
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					801846658
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					176
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	