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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  >> vii Acknowledgments This work is the culmination of long hours of data collection, analysis, writing, and rewriting. The process has been greatly enjoyable and fulfilling . I always wanted to study news content, but after working on my own, I didn’t feel I was quite “hitting it.” Sitting down with one of my advisors, Brad Jones, we started from scratch and began to craft what would eventually become this book. I first have to thank Brad for helping to set me on this course. The data collection efforts took about seven years. There are many people for me to thank for this, and I apologize for any errors of omission . First and foremost is Ryan Fitzharris—he is as familiar with this data as I am, and worked with me from the very beginning through the end. I am appreciative of both his hard work and his long-standing friendship. More recently, Alex Alduncin and Marlon Baquedano did an enormous amount of heavy lifting—both in terms of data analysis and in terms of reading through hundreds of hours of transcripts. I need to thank my other advisors, Jan Leighley and Chad Westerland. Chad, in particular, worked with me rather closely in my final year at Arizona . My colleagues at the University of Miami, during the sometimes grueling sessions of our colloquium series, provided very thoughtful feedback —Greg Koger, Casey Klofstad, Joe Parent, Louise Davidson-Schmich, Merike Blofield, Fred Frohock, George Gonzalez, Chris Mann, Jon West, and Matthew Atkinson. Scholarship is more fun and productive with others , and I am grateful for the time and effort they invested in this work. I am also grateful to Ilene Kalish and her staff. Ilene has been on board with this book since we first met in August 2010, and has been a viii << Acknowledgments great help in moving the book forward. I am greatly appreciative of the opportunity to publish with New York University Press. I would of course be remiss if I did not thank those in my personal life who have helped and supported me so much during the last few years—for their love and support, Leilany, Benny, and Ruby; and my family, Mom, Dad, Kevin, Tracy, Amy, Gram, and Jack. My first introduction to the profession was back in 1993, in Dr. Egbert’s American Government course at Plymouth State College. I took six more courses with him during my undergraduate career—he shaped my desire to be a political scientist and I am eternally grateful for that. My main argument is that audience demands drive news firms to report the stories they report—news firms want to attract as large an audience as possible. This seems an intuitive argument, but my reading of the literature is that such economic models, particularly when it comes to explaining news content, have often been given short shrift. While university presses are somewhat shielded from raw profit motives, I could not help but be influenced by my own argument as I completed the work. My goal, once the analyses were complete, was to write a book that would appeal to as broad an audience as possible. I was less interested in “selling copy” per se than in spreading my arguments to anyone who might care to listen. My personal interest in writing this book was to bring attention to a subject that I care very deeply about. I watch a lot of news. I care both about the content of the information and the way people respond to it. While I do not want to paint the past with rosy hindsight, I think the news environment has gotten worse, and will only continue on a downward trend. I do not want to imply that news is all “bad,” but I think that as a society we are beginning to see the effects of a segmented news environment. I fear that without a common content or common dialogue, our democracy will not develop much further than it has. I also worry that so much of the precious available news space is wasted on low-quality news and on non-news. But even with these critiques, I am eternally grateful for the freedoms that are protected in this country that allow the news to be what it is, and that allow me to write this book. ... 
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