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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  The field of transnational cinema studies is a burgeoning one, and I would like to contribute to some of the lively ongoing debates by looking at the ways in which film professionals belonging to small, relatively privileged nations and/or states have responded to the challenges and opportunities of transnational filmmaking. My focus will be on two nations, one with an independent state (denmark), the other with a degree of autonomy as a result of a devolutionary process (Scotland).1 And within these two national contexts , the emphasis is on cross-border interaction between agents located in key cities: Copenhagen and Glasgow. While cultural policy is an important part of the picture, the emphasis here is not on state actors but on a quite different type of agency. The point is to draw attention to promising transnational initiatives that film companies, operating within the parameters of national, subnational, or supranational frameworks, can undertake in order to develop a filmmaking milieu in cities that are of strategic importance for the nations in which they are situated. Milieu-developing transnationalism is a salient feature of the cinematic case that provides the focus for my discussion here: Advance Party, a rule-governed , three-film collaborative endeavor involving Gillian Berrie’s Glasgowbased Sigma Films2 and Lars von Trier and Peter Aalbæk Jensen’s Copenhagen -based Zentropa Productions. drawing on interviews with producer Gillian Berrie and her assistant Anna duffield in Scotland, and with producer Marie Gade and filmmaker Lone Scherfig in denmark, I shall describe the motivations, as understood by some of the central players, for initiating Advance Party in 2002. The point is to try to grasp the participating agents’ subjective rationality, and not necessarily to determine the accuracy of their 46 Mette Hjort Affinitive and Milieu-Building Transnationalism The Advance Party Initiative 01 Iord_Part 1.indd 46 12/17/09 10:10 AM 47 Affinitive and Milieu-Building Transnationalism various pronouncements. I am concerned, in other words, with practitioners’ agency, with the self-understandings that motivate certain transnational collaborative choices. Key questions that inform my attempt to understand the still-developing alliance between Sigma and Zentropa include the following : 1. How do the two small-nation film companies understand their transnational collaborative venture long term? 2. What makes collaboration between the two companies mutually beneficial ? 3. What is the interest of working with a model involving sustained rather than one-off collaboration? 4. What is the envisaged effect of linking artistic experimentation to transnational collaboration? 5. How is the transnational project served by adopting metacultural strategies—manifestos or publicly announced rule-governed frameworks —as is the case with the Advance Party initiative? My aim is to provide elements of a theoretical framework for understanding the contribution that Advance Party makes to both the diversification of models of transnational filmmaking and to the articulation of solutions to the problems of small-nation filmmaking. The anticipated effects of the Advance Party collaboration are, as we shall see, very much about transferring some of the positive features of the now thriving danish filmmaking milieu (in Copenhagen) to Scotland (and, more specifically, Glasgow), where an appropriate milieu is deemed by Sigma to be lacking for various reasons.3 I shall begin with a few remarks about small nations and states, and about various types of cinematic transnationalism, before considering Advance Party in detail. Small Nations and States A central claim here is that Advance Party was devised by film professionals who are particularly attuned to the problems of small-nation filmmaking and who prefer to try to resolve them through processes of development instead of simply avoiding them through strategies of “exit,” to use Albert Hirschman’s term.4 Inasmuch as small nationhood provides a key motivation for milieu-building transnationalism in the case of Advance Party, it is necessary to provide some indication of what is meant by terms such as small nation 01 Iord_Part 1.indd 47 12/17/09 10:10 AM [18.207.232.152] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 11:55 GMT) 48 M E T T E H J O R T and small state. The literature on small states identifies four crucial measures of size: population, territory, gross national product, and rule by non-conationals over a significant period of time.5 debates about population size inevitably focus on where to set the upper limit, with proposals ranging from Mark Bray’s and Steve Packer’s6 1.5 million to david Vital’s once influential 10 to 15... 
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