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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  INTRODUCTION Charles K. Hyde J. C. LONG'S Roy D. Chapin is a thorough and detailed biography of a remarkable but little-known Detroit automobile industry pioneer. Historians should include Roy D. Chapin (February 23, 1880-February 16, 1936) in any listing of significant American auto industry leaders, along with the Duryea brothers, Ransom E. Olds, Henry Leland, Henry Ford, William C. Durant, and the Dodge brothers. Outside the cloister of automotive historians, Chapin is unknown. This is in part because no company or car bore his name and in part because Chapin was a modest man who did not promote himself. Even Long's superb authorized biography of Chapin is not well known because it was privately published in 1945 with a small print run. In reprinting this volume, Wayne State University Press is making an important contribution to automotive history. Chapin's career began in the spring of 1901 when he dropped out of the University of Michigan in his sophomore year to work for the Olds Motor Works in Detroit. Working as a test driver during his first year at Olds, Chapin completed a Detroit-to-New York run in October and November 1901 over a nonexistent road system. From 1902 to 1904 he worked in the Olds sales department, and from 1904 until April 1906 he served as sales manager. Like other ambitious men in the auto industry, he longed to run his own company. In April 1906, Chapin launched the E. R. Thomas-Detroit Company in partnership with three of his friends from Olds— Howard E. Coffin, Frederick E. Bezner, and James J. Brady— and with the financial backing of E. R Thomas, a manufacturer XV xvi INTRODUCTION of luxury cars based in Buffalo, New York. Chapin served as the general manager of the new venture. In 1908 Chapin and his fellow Olds expatriates convinced Hugh Chalmers, sales manager for the National Cash Register Company, to buy Thomas's shares. The company evolved into the Chalmers-Detroit Company and then the Chalmers Motor Company. Chapin, Coffin, Bezner, and Brady launched the Hudson Motor Car Company in February 1909 with Hugh Chalmers as a major stockholder. The goal of the new company was to make a lower-priced car than the established Chalmers offerings. A key player in the new company was Roscoe B. Jackson, who was married to the niece of Joseph L. Hudson, the owner of Detroit's largest department store. Because the departmentstore magnate was the principal investor in the new enterprise, his name went on the company and its cars. By the end of 1909, when Chapin was twenty-nine, the Hudson Motor Car Company severed its connections with Chalmers, and Chapin became the youngest president of a major automobile company. Chapin devoted his remaining work life to the Hudson Motor Car Company, serving as president from 1909 to 1923, chairman from 1923 to 1933, and president again from 1933 to 1936. Hudson was one of only a few major independent producers, along with Packard Motor Car Company, the Studebaker Corporation, and the Nash Motor Company, that successfully competed against the "Big Three" during the first half of the twentieth century. It survived through engineering innovations and managerial daring. In 1912, for example, only a few months after Cadillac led the way, Hudson introduced a six-cylinder model that featured electric starting. In 1916, the company introduced the first dynamically balanced crankshaft, which greatly reduced engine vibration. Hudson also led the industry in replacing open-body cars with midpriced closed-body vehi- [107.20.76.243] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 20:08 GMT) INTRODUCTION xvii cles. In 1925, Hudson sold 270,000 cars (Hudsons and the lessexpensive Essex models), with the majority featuring closed bodies. The company barely survived the Depression, and it struggled during the postwar era. Hudson production, still a respectable 144,000 vehicles in 1950, fell to only 67,000 in 1953. In 1954, Hudson merged with the Nash-Kelvinator Company to form the American Motors Corporation, thus ending its distinguished history. Like many other automobile manufacturers of the time, Chapin worked to promote road and highway improvements both in Michigan and nationally. As early as 1905, he served on good roads committees of the American Motor League and the National Association of Automobile Manufacturers. In 1913, Chapin, along with Detroit auto executive Henry B. Joy of Packard, became an active force in the Lincoln Highway Association, which promoted a coast-to-coast paved highway, and in October... 
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