
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Slavery and War in the Americas: Race, Citizenship, and State Building in the United States and Brazil, 1861-1870

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] FIVEManumitting and Enlisting the Slaves in Brazil, December 1866–August 1868
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Vitor Izecksohn
						  
												
						
	
							University of Virginia Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  128 On November 14, 1867, José Jobim, a respected doctor and imperial political councilor wrote to his friend, Thomas Gomes, describing the misadventures of a recently acquired domestic slave, a young man named Carlos. Jobim had gone to a traditional slave market to buy a replacement for a recently manumitted cook.1 A particular black woman caught his eye; she came with good references from the coffee district of São Marcos in the Paraíba Valley. During the auction the prospective slave cook was able to negotiate the inclusion of her two children in the deal: first, her daughter and, later in the day, her teenage son, Carlos. Together the slaves cost around the equivalent of $830 U.S. dollars for the new cook and her daughter, and $460 for Carlos.2 Slaves were expensive in the late 1860s, a consequence of the interruption of the African slave trade almost fifteen years earlier. The letter does not reveal the regional origins of the new slaves, so it is impossible to know whether the mother was Brazilian or African-born, or if she and her children had come from the northeast through interprovincial trafficking. The three slaves performed domestic functions: mother and daughter were cooks, and the son was an oxcart driver. Shortly after arriving in the doctor’s household, however, Carlos began to stir up trouble. Complaining to Gomes, Jobim declared that the young slave lied and stole. He also chased most of the slave women, causing great anger among the other male servants. Carlos constantly disappeared from work and encouraged other male slaves to follow him into the streets, FIVE Manumitting and Enlisting the Slaves in Brazil, December 1866–August 1868 Manumitting and Enlisting the Slaves 129 where, armed with iron weapons, they joined disorderly mobs. Finally, after Carlos had intentionally destroyed the oxcart, Jobim decided to sell him to the army as a soldier for the Triple Alliance War. Among Brazilian masters, splitting up families was a common form of punishment for disorderly slaves.3 Drastic measures often lead to strong domestic resistance, however. Carlos’s mother protested his sale, and finally attempted to poison Jobim’s food. The plot was exposed by a loyal slave (or possibly one with a grudge against Carlos) before the cook could carry out her plan. Surprisingly, when inspected for recruitment, Carlos told the military committee that he was a “broken slave,” not healthy enough to serve in the army.4 His statement may have contained some truth, because, after a brief examination, the committee refused to induct him.5 Now the unhappy Dr. Jobim realized that he had been deceived twice: first, in paying a high price for an unhealthy individual; secondly, in buying a troublesome slave. In desperation he decided to send Carlos back to the Paraíba Valley, probably hoping to sell him as a fieldworker to a coffee plantation.6 But Carlos, who had no intention of working on farms, escaped on his way to the valley.7 After a series of short escapades, Carlos returned to Rio de Janeiro, where the police caught him at last. The fact that Jobim was notified of Carlos’s final capture by the owner of the slave market where the young man had been purchased, not by the authorities , suggests some interconnection between the police and the slave catchers. The doctor probably had good connections with the military authorities as well. After some negotiation, the army accepted Carlos with no further medical objection. Carlos was sold to the nation for $640, the highest possible price for a slave in his condition. Dr. Jobim recovered his original investment, and the intermediaries received another $180 commission . With some satisfaction, the owner and agents could wrap themselves in patriotism. They had helped to defend the nation even as they disposed of an undesirable slave. Moreover, Jobim finally got his revenge. His letter proclaimed that Carlos was tricked into enlisting.8 This picaresque tale of Jobim and Carlos goes beyond a mere description of a doctor’s slave troubles or his attempt to salvage his reputation within the “good society” of Rio de Janeiro. It provides a good example of how Brazilian slaves were recruited for the Paraguayan War. It also offers an opportunity to analyze relations between slave owners and the Imperial state. Intermediaries often facilitated such relations, and the great changes [35.170.203.195] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 12:42 GMT) Slavery and War in the Americas 130 that occurred... 
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