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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Racial and ethnic relations in America are evolving continuously, shaped by policy shifts, economic circumstances and demographic trends. For much of the post–World War II period, the defining racial paradigm was biracial as America gradually worked through the residual effects of slavery and postReconstruction Jim Crow discrimination. The end of racially defined immigration quotas and the economic pull of Mexican undocumented labor ushered in a new era of multiracialism, the effects of which were initially most visible in the Southwest and West. But now the effects of immigration have reached into almost every region of the country. What was once primarily a California or Texas experience is today a national narrative. Frédérick Douzet’s account of the shifting racial and ethnic situation in Oakland California foreshadows the path that the rest of the country might take if current trends continue. Oakland, initially a white-dominated city, was transformed by wartime economic needs into a biracial city that gradually ceded power to its black community. But now multiracialism has shifted the bases of political power once again, with growing Asian and Latino communities challenging the city’s black and white liberal establishment. For many black community leaders, this power shift seems untimely because the agenda of lifting the black community from its position of socioeconomic disadvantage is still unfinished. White liberals lost faith in government solutions to urban racial problems after the disappointments of the Great Society era, and many black voters became disillusioned with efforts of their elected representatives in subsequent years. The most promising path for them now, as Professor Douzet shows, is multiracial, forging alliances with new coalition partners and figuring out ways to reconcile rival demands. The temporal part of the story is critical but not quite as novel as the spatial. Foreword x Foreword France has long maintained a distinguished tradition of geographical studies. Geopolitics, a term that in the United States usually refers to international politics, helps to explain power in domestic situations as well. Political power is reforged at the intersection of geographic and demographic trends. Electoral strength under the U.S. system requires sufficient numbers in a spatial concentration to control or at least influence the outcome of elections. When it is achieved, groups can elect representatives of their own choice and direct policies, goods, and services into their neighborhoods. It is what Harold Lasswell famously referred to as the “who gets what, why, and how” aspect of politics. But electoral power can be won and lost through demographic change. As neighborhoods change in racial and ethnic composition, the coalitional calculus shifts as well. That is not to say that demography and spatial concentration create political power deterministically. The leadership skill of enlisting and maintaining coalition partners is not merely a numbers game. But it is to say that the slow erosion of a voter base and the expectations that new groups harbor can undermine the one group’s dominance and require new coalitions, as Douzet’s study amply demonstrates. The progressive urban agenda, intended to lift disadvantaged minority populations from poverty, crime, and social discrimination, is both unfinished and now more complex. Biracial politics had the virtue of simplicity: blacks were the disadvantaged group and the majority of whites the advantaged ones. But now disadvantage has multiple dimensions, not just economic but linguistic and cultural obstacles as well. Upward social mobility has created a black middle class, often residing in different areas from the poorer black population . Discrimination and racial tensions can become multidimensional—not just whites versus nonwhites but also nonwhites discriminating against one another. The legal framework of voting rights and antidiscrimination no longer simply applies to the black community and can sometimes be used against them by other minority groups. In one sense, Douzet’s study is in the de Tocqueville tradition; trained as both a journalist and a political geographer, she is skilled at observation and has composed a readable narrative of Oakland’s multiracial/ethnic evolution. But in another sense, her work reflects the geopolitical perspective that this struggle is a spatial story, not only of foreign born residents moving from one country to the United States but also to neighborhoods forming and changing as the new populations enter and old ones leave. Her maps tell as much about Oakland’s evolution as does her prose. [3.94.180.229] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 14:35 GMT) Foreword xi Several of the best recent studies of U.S. racial politics focus on California... 
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