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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  21 People often ask me why I chose to do this study in Sri Lanka. I find it a difficult question to answer. In some ways, I could have conducted this study anywhere, but I had to conduct it somewhere. In order to study the ways that children are shaped through their experiences with others, I needed to find some particular children who were being shaped. In my initial project design, the one I proposed to my doctoral committee, I aimed to study the intergenerational effects of community violence on children. Before coming to graduate school, I had spent eight years working with children and adults affected by sexual violence in the United States. For some of the women with whom I worked, I saw how their exposure to violence and their ways of dealing with those experiences influenced the ways they parented their own children. In my doctoral research in anthropology, I wanted to investigate how people in a different cultural setting, exposed to different kinds of violence close to home, might respond, and how those responses might shape the ways they raised their own children. In the late 1990s, at the time I was looking for a field site to situate such a study, there were many possibilities— Rwanda, Bosnia, Haiti. But it was Sri Lanka that drew me. Sri Lanka had been the site of an extended ethnic conflict since the anti- Tamil riots in 1983, the seeds of which had been sown long before that, as the nation emerged from centuries of colonial occupation.1 These conflicts escalated into a civil war in which separatists in the north and east of the island fought for an independent Tamil state, a fight they continued until crushed by government forces in 2009. In addition, there had been two recent insurrections in the Sinhala- dominated south, the first in 1970– 1972, and again on a more massive scale in 1988– 1989.2 These movements brought violence into the streets throughout much of that region. Many of the teenagers who witnessed episodes 2 Sri Lanka Setting the Ethnographic Context 22 Childhood in a Sri Lankan Village of community- based violence in the 1980s would be parents by the time I began my study, ten years later. This made a promising site to study the kind of questions I had in mind. In addition, there were more practical reasons to choose Sri Lanka. I would need to learn a language— and Sinhala, as an Indo- European language with a simplified spoken version, was said to be relatively easy for an English speaker to learn. I would be traveling with my husband and young son, so the relatively high levels of health and safety in Sri Lanka made that seem possible. But there were other reasons, reasons that have more to do with attraction and are harder to explain. I had been thinking about Sri Lanka for a long time. When I was young, living in Guam, where my father was stationed with the U.S. Navy, I briefly knew a girl whose mother was Sri Lankan. When I was just out of college, I had another Sri Lankan friend, a young man who talked endlessly of the civil war he had been sent away to avoid, and who cooked delicious Tamil food from a cookbook he had bought in the States. When I got to graduate school in San Diego, I was assigned Medusa’s Hair (Obeyesekere 1981), a strange and wonderful book about possessed priestesses in Sri Lanka, which led me to write a master’s thesis on the topic. By the time I got to choosing a place for my doctoral research, I felt in some ways as if the choice had already been made. Eventually, my project moved away from questions about the effects of violence to deeper, more general questions about the ways that culture is communicated from parent to child, how it is lived out, and how it might change. I came to realize that my initial questions were far too specific, too embedded in my own previous understandings about “trauma” and PTSD and the ways that parenting shaped children. My observations about more general patterns of relating did not stay neatly inside the boundaries marked out by the focus on an event ten years in the past. Instead, my research became concerned with the experience , relationships, and internal life of the people I got to know, and centered on the things important to them, rather... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813561677
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813561660
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					889644759
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					230
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-08-29
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	