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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  176 8 Ten days before the first Earth Day celebration, on April 13, 1970, an explosion aboard Apollo 13 put its three-person crew at risk and forced the American spacecraft to abort a mission to the moon. Four days from reentering the Earth’s atmosphere but with only two days of electricity and water, Apollo 13 hung above the earth, and the fate of its passengers hung in the balance. To a Texas doctor writing to President Richard Nixon, the incident provided a compelling analogy for the planet’s environmental crisis. “Apollo 13, following an environmental disaster, is in peril with its finite supplies of oxygen, water and fuel,” he wrote. “Earth with finite resources of air, water and land faces a similar peril.” And time was running out: “Apollo 13 has until Friday to resolve its dilemma, Earth a very few years.”1 Earth Day represented, in many ways, the apotheosis of the view of Spaceship Earth in jeopardy. Despite their other numerous divisions, many Americans could agree with the metaphor’s core concept: that the earth’s resources were limited and running short. The Spaceship Earth metaphor also suggested a sense of unity, a sense that “we are all in the same boat together” and that Americans and indeed the whole human race had better work together, or else they faced catastrophe—a sinking ship. “Survival on the frail spaceship Earth,” the Washington State ZPG chapter proclaimed in their Earth Day newsletter, “depends on each of us—we sink or swim together.” To many We’re All in the Same Boat?! The Disuniting of Spaceship Earth “Above all, humanity as a whole must take action first to stop population growth.” —Paul Ehrlich, 1970 “After the political exhaustion of 1968, and the heavy drain of our war in Vietnam, the nation badly needs to feel a common sense of mission and unity. But ecology can hardly make our differences disappear.” —John Lindsay, “The Plight of Our Cities,” 1970 WE’RE ALL IN THE SAME BOAT?! 177 observers, the environment could bring together the country at a difficult time. “Ecology is one major political issue,” Life reported in early 1970, “on which the country may be united.”2 And yet, if the idea of global environmental crisis and concern about population growth seemed to bring people together in 1970, over the next decade and a half it began to divide them, sometimes bitterly. During the 1970s and 1980s, Americans across the widening political spectrum became increasingly critical of Malthusian environmentalism––not just the idea of unity but also the idea of crisis. “While population trends encouraged people to think of the world as a whole,” historian Matthew Connelly has written, “it also provided new reasons and new ways to divide it.” In one attack after another, critics on the right and the left targeted both Malthusian diagnoses and remedies. Even environmentalists split over population.3 The consequences were dramatic. In 1970, the population movement had reached a place that few could imagine just a half decade earlier. President Nixon had established a high-level commission to create a national population policy, and a national environmental movement had coalesced, at least partially in response to concerns about overpopulation. By the mid 1980s, though, despite isolated pockets, population had fallen off the national agenda almost entirely. Several factors drove this change, including demographic trends. Internationally, although total population continued to grow, the rate of growth of the world’s population began to level off and even decline beginning in the late 1960s—ironically, at just the moment that Ehrlich’s The Population Bomb appeared. Domestically, the American population growth rate reached the replacement level in 1972. The food supply situation also improved dramatically because of the green revolution and other changes. In 1976, the Food and Agriculture Organization reported that food production had increased 0.4 percent per year since 1952, and that only seven countries, most in Africa, still had major food problems. Finally, policy changes played a role. By the early 1970s, the population movement had achieved much of what it had aimed for, including expanded legal access to birth control and abortion, as well as much greater funding for education and family planning services, especially for the poor.4 But significant cultural and political changes were afoot as well. Concern about population had peaked in the 1960s because of worry about poverty overseas and at home, and quality-of-life concerns. During the 1970s, though, new environmental measures... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780813553351
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780813552712
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					809834567
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					316
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-09-04
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	