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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Four The Holy Spirit’s Indwelling quia non Deus amaretur, nisi per Spiritum quem dedit —conf. 13.31.46 Introduction The indwelling of the Holy Spirit within the human soul is an indispensable component of Augustinian deification. Reserving the term deificare for the overt work of the incarnate Son, Augustine nevertheless depicts how the Spirit’s presence renders men and women gods: “not by nature, but are graced to be made and fashioned into gods by the Father through the Son by the gift of the Holy Spirit.”1 Once again we encounter the doctrine that God transforms the elect into “gods” through the Son and by the gift of the Spirit. But precisely how does the Holy Spirit achieve this and how does Augustine explain the Spirit’s work in the process of deification? We saw in chapter 1 how the Spirit of God has been at work since the creation of the world. A new outpouring of the Spirit awaits creation at Pentecost, however, and Augustine must accordingly make a distinction between the Spirit’s weak and re135 1. f. et symb. 9.16 (my translation): “Non enim sunt naturaliter dii, quicumque sunt facti atque conditi ex Patre per Filium dono Spiritus Sancti”; PL 40.189. 136 The Holy Spirit’s Indwelling stricted (infirmus et angustus) presence available to all in the age before Christ, and the fullness of the Spirit which converts individual Christians into God’s holy temples and, collectively, into his living body of praise.2 Augustine reconciles any tension between the Spirit’s older mode of presence and the postPentecostal indwelling by confessing that the glorification of Christ leads to a giving of the Spirit to men and women, “as there had never been before” [qualis numquam antea fuerat]. That is, this new outpouring of the Spirit is seen not as something completely novel in history but as the consummation of divine union between God and creatures initiated at creation: “It is not that there had been none before, but none of this kind. If the Holy Spirit had not been given at all before, what were the prophets filled with when they spoke?”3 The Holy Spirit at Pentecost is, quite fittingly, linked to the ascended Lord’s new way of being present to his body on earth and Augustine thus uncovers an important pedagogical image. In transcending space and time, Christ continues to teach his disciples that not everything which pertains to their salvation can be seen with the eyes or touched with the hands. This is why Jesus refuses Mary Magdalene’s longing embrace: she must not think that he was only that which could be seen or touched.4 Furthermore, with an overly carnal mind [carnali cogitatione] one refuses to believe in the coming of another Paraclete and thus needs to understand that the Spirit is consubstantial with both the Father and the Son, with the Spirit being the lover [dilector] whose descent is brought about by the Son’s ascent.5 Jesus ascended in order to remove such desideria carnalia from his followers, so “the Holy Spirit might 2. Jo. eu. tr. 92.2; CCL 36.557. 3. Trin. 4.20.29; Hill, Trinity, 174; CCL 50.200. 4. Cf. Trin. 1.9.18: “Ideoque nolebat in eo esse finem intenti cordis in se ut hoc quod uidebatur tantummodo putaretur”; CCL 50.54; cf. s. 143.4. 5. Trin. 1.9.19; Hill, Trinity, 79; CCL 50.55. While no “carnally minded” heretics are here named, Augustine could very well have had in mind those who were still [34.237.2.137] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 23:11 GMT) The Holy Spirit’s Indwelling 137 fill them with a spiritual love, removing their fleshy yearnings .”6 Since a uisus interior is always to be preferred [melior] over a human body which is limited to a particular place and time, the Son ascended so the Holy Spirit could comfort them “by infusing [infusurus] himself into the hearts of those who were believing” and thereby manifest his divine presence.7 Even in this introductory sketch we begin to see how the Holy Spirit unites God and his followers. This unity between persons is why the Holy Spirit has come into the world: to descend softly from on high and unite all peoples to the incarnate Word. In order to discuss the Spirit’s role in unifying the elect with God, a passage from De Trinitate 6 serves as a point... 
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