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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  392 THE ORGANIZATIO!'I' MAN lT IS POSSIBLE, IF NOT VERY PROBABLE, THAT THERE WILL BE SIITFTS IN the future. Significantly, the few critics are from what is regarded as the progressive element in Park Forest, and they are poles apart from the right-wing reactionaries who have muddied the issue in some communities. But they remain very much a minority, and at present writing it must be concluded that the philosophy of the elementary and high schools is a fair reflection of the community. If any debate has developed, it is because Baber has been so eminently fair in making his position explicit. The majority do not see any basic philosophic differences. Differences of degree, yes-they don't want the school to be too progressive , too practical-but on the basic concept of social utility they have no argument to make. If one wishes to quarrel with the philosophy , he must address himself to the people themselves. The educators may be in the vanguard, but they are going with, not against, the grain of their society. For what is it that the parents want most emphasized by the school? At Park Forest they were asked just such a question, and when they wrote the answer in their own words, one note was found more often than any other. The primary job of the high school, they wrote, should be to teach students how to be citizens and how to get along with other people. cHAPTER 29 Conclusion HERE, FINALLY, IS THE APOTHEOSIS OF THE SoCIAL ETHIC. SOME MIGHT summarize the suburban temper in different terms-pragmatism, perhaps, or utilitarianism-and their intonation would depend on their own outlook. But the dominant motif is unmistakable. Not just as something expedient, but as something right, the organization transients have put social usefulness at the core of their beliefs. Conclusion 393 Adaptation has become more than a necessity; in a life in which everything changes, it has become almost a constant. Since I am using suburbia as a vehicle to bring together many strands, it can be asked if it is fair to generalize from such places to organization man in general. Suburbs like Park Forest are not typical places-even as lodging for organization people-and it is obvious that in degree many of the pressures there are peculiar to such places. No matter how stanch an individualist you might be, if you have to live in such close union with others, the sheer instinct of survival, let alone good sense, is likely, at the time, to make you emphasize the extroverted side of your nature. The suburbanites' group-mindedness, it could be argued, is merely a passing phase, an expedient dictated by necessity and not by any inner impulse. But I am not talking about overt behavior; I am talking about values, and the suburbanites themselves provide evidence that their values are a great deal more than a function of the physical environment . That they respond to the pressure of the court or the tightknit block is not so significant. They have to. What is significant is how they feel about these pressures-and how, ideally, they think a person should feel about them. Their children, for example. In building the school system the suburbanites have had to face the question, and if the passing-phase explanation were correct, we could find the answer in the kind of well-roundedness they ask for. In deciding what the children needed most to learn, or least, parents might reason that since the children were already so well instructed by the environment in social skills the schools should teach them not to overcompensate. For the sake of mental health, if nothing else, it would follow that the schools would emphasize the more neglected, inner aspect of the child to the end that personality development be truly balanced . In this light, the more asocial, intellectual disciplines could be utilized as highly pragmatic tools-not to mention any utility their content might have. But this, we know, is not the way the great majority of parents feel. They do not wish the great cycle of which they are a part reversed , but intensified. It is an age of group action, they well agree, and skilled as they are in the ways of group living, it is a source of pride to them, rather than concern, that their children may be even more so. As some parents point out, they themselves have had to 894... 
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