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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 11 Sites of Citizenship, Politics of Scales catherine neveu There is in the literature on citizenship a frequent tendency to focus on nation-state citizenship, obscuring other sites, spaces, and levels where citizenship manufacturing processes also take place. But even when citizenship analysis does include other sites, spaces, and levels, such diversity is too often analyzed through the lens of nation-state citizenship, which is thus maintained as the implicit norm. As a contribution to the debates on the notion of multilevel citizenship, I argue that they might be more fruitful if connected to an in-depth analysis of their ‘‘politics of scale’’ as a way in which to grasp how, in processes that are built on circulation and exchange, the role of some levels or scales become forgotten and denied and that of others (especially the central or nation-state one) is underlined, made central , and reiﬁed. It is indeed not just the sheer plurality of levels and spaces that matters when considering how to grasp and understand such politics of scale but the ways in which each is generally connected to speciﬁc competences, attitudes , or audiences. That is, for some analysts, there are different ways to be a citizen (or even an impossibility in becoming one), depending on the level or space where one acts; thus, conﬁgurations connecting competences, audiences, and levels depend not on these levels as such but on the political projects at play and their politics of scale. It is such sets of (dis)connections with which I would like to critically engage, both by replacing them within a more general discussion about the ‘‘topographic imaginations of politics’’ underlying them and by relying on empirical research, the aim being to highlight the extent to which maintaining ‘‘scalar thought’’ today constitutes a major obstacle to the analysis of a growing number of processes. 204 Catherine Neveu Critically Questioning ‘‘Scalar Thought’’ This chapter starts by discussing scalar thought as one of the main sources through which citizenship is assigned to one and only one level; that is, the national or central state. It then proceeds to explore some of its effects and alternative practices, based on the French context. According to Isin, ‘‘the scalar thought that underlies our understanding of modern political entities (cities, regions, nations, states . . . ) assumes exclusive, hierarchical and ahistorical relations among and between these entities, and conceals their multiple, ﬂuid and overlapping forms of existence.’’1 In terms of citizenship, such scalar thought implies that there is one and only one level of belonging and loyalty, which is the state level: ‘‘because of its exclusive and encompassing logic, the scalar thought implies an exclusive thought of citizenship itself, as being essentially connected to the state as the only producer of identiﬁcation, belonging and engagement. A critical analysis of such conceptions is then a pre-condition to grasp the very complexity of citizenship, and the diversity of its sites, levels and spaces of production and enactments.’’2 But before going any further, it seems useful to clarify the meanings given to citizenship and citizen here; indeed (and it is an issue French speakers are often confronted with in English), it is not meant to refer, or at least not only, to a status, a reduction implied by the often-found confusion between nationality and citizenship and typical of seeing ‘‘through the gaze of scalar thought.’’3 If such a confusion has indeed to be analyzed as part of this scalar thought, instead of being taken for granted, enlarging our understanding of citizenship processes beyond their sole statutory dimension is essential for yet other reasons. According to Balibar: I don’t think one can entirely follow legal writers and political scientists who deﬁne as of principle citizenship as a status (like nationality ). Because what makes for the continuity in history of different modes of instituting citizenship . . . is precisely the fact that the notion of citizen . . . expresses a collective capacity to ‘‘constitute the state’’ or the public space. In other words, it expresses a social link in which the rights and freedoms recognized to individuals, and the obligations that are their counterparts, as limited as they might be, do not emanate from a transcendent power, but only from the ‘‘convention’’ of citizens.4 E (2024-04-10 08:09 GMT) Sites of Citizenship 205 Questioning the politics of scale from the perspective of citizenship processes thus requires including a wider set of practices and representations than those connected to its legal... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780812208184
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780812245158
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					867740618
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					288
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-08-13
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2013

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	