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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  My Ántonia and the National Parks Movement J O S E P H U R G O In 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt issued proclamations establishing Muir Woods National Monument (California ); Grand Canyon National Monument (Arizona); Pinnacles National Monument (California); Jewel Cave National Monument (South Dakota); Lewis and Clark Cavern National Monument (Montana); and Wheeler National Monument (Colorado). Also, in 1908, Jim Burden had a reunion with Tiny Soderball in Salt Lake City. We don’t know whether they went to Natural Bridges National Monument in Utah, but it too was proclaimed a national monument in 1908. In 1909 Congress passed An Act to Create the Calaveras Bigtree National Forest, authorizing the acquisition of lands in California to protect stands of Sequoia washingtoniana. Early that same year President Roosevelt issued a proclamation establishing Mount Olympus National Monument (Washington), and later in 1909 President Taft issued proclamations establishing Oregon Caves National Monument , Mukuntuweap National Monument (Utah), and Shoshone Cavern National Monument (Wyoming). In 1909, conservationists appointed by Roosevelt found their momentum checked by conﬂicts with Congress and Taft appointees. As a result, conservation became the subject of national debate, pitting the utilitarians , those who wanted to reserve land for subsequent, proﬁtable use, against the preservationists, who were more anxious to preserve natural resources for aesthetic, recreational, and spiritual reasons.1 The rate of park and monument creation slowed but did not 44 45 My Ántonia and the National Parks Movement stop under Taft. In 1910, Congress passed the Withdrawal Act authorizing the president to withdraw public lands from entry and reserve them for “water-power sites, irrigation, classiﬁcation of lands, or other public purposes.” And, to protect the logging industry, Congress reafﬁrmed its ban on the creation or enlargement of national forests in six Western states. However, also in 1910, Congress established Glacier National Park (Montana) and President Taft issued a proclamation establishing Rainbow Bridge National Monument (Utah). In 1911, the ﬁrst of four National Park Service conferences convened at Yellowstone National Park to explore the need for a National Park Service (the others were held in 1912, 1915, and 1917); participants included ofﬁcials of the Interior Department and the Forest Service, the owners of park hotels and camps, and representatives for the railroads. Perhaps Jim Burden was there. When Cather began writing My Ántonia in 1916, conservationist momentum received a second wind under Woodrow Wilson . That year Congress passed the National Park Service Act, creating the National Park Service and housing it, signiﬁcantly, within the Department of the Interior.2 The Park Service was created expressly to “promote and regulate the use of the Federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and reservations . . . by such means and measures as conform to the fundamental purpose of the said parks, monuments, and reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.” Commercial logging and recreational hunting were prohibited, and grazing was sharply controlled. The passage of the National Park Service Act was a victory for the preservationist side of the conservation movement (An Act to Establish). In 1916 Congress established Hawaii National Park and Lassen Volcanic National Park (California). President Wilson also issued proclamations establishing Sieur de Monts National Monument on Mount Desert Island, Maine, and Capulin Mountain National Monument, New Mexico—these are located, coincidentally , in two of Cather’s favorite states. Northeast Harbor, [3.234.209.37] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 01:39 GMT) 46 joseph urgo where she stayed later in her life, is the tip of Mount Desert Island. Three years later, in 1919, Lafayette National Park (renamed Acadia National Park [Maine] in 1929) was established by Congress. In 1917 Congress established Mount McKinley National Park (Alaska) and at the National Park Service conference that year attendees explored the role of the parks in American life. In 1918, the year My Ántonia was published, Congress approved a Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which implemented a 1916 Convention (between the United States and Britain, acting for Canada) for the Protection of Migratory Birds, and established responsibility for international migratory bird protection. The next year Congress established Grand Canyon National Park (Arizona) and Zion National Park (Utah), while President Wilson issued a proclamation establishing Scotts Bluff National Monument (Nebraska). The era of My A... 
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