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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  This book grew out of my studies at UCLA and has consumed much of my life for the past ten years. But its core idea has a more precise origin: a warm August day in 2001 in the foothills of the Italian Alps in a small town called Torre Pellice. There, in a sunlit room with no books and only a laptop, it struck me that fascism had developed precisely in the dense, culturally rich, and politically sophisticated zones of north-central Italy. These were the same regions in which the seeds of modern civilization, especially the idea of popular sovereignty, had been preserved and then “reborn” in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Further, it was here that dense webs of cooperative societies, chambers of labor, and mutual aid societies had developed in the early twentieth century. Was there any connection between these facts? Did fascism grow from a civic soil? This question immediately raised others. What was the real nature of fascism? To what extent were fascist movements “antidemocratic,” as they are widely presented in both historical and sociological accounts? How should fascism be understood comparatively? These questions have occupied at least some of my waking hours, and sometimes all of them, every day since. I have incurred many debts in the process of writing this book. I would like to thank my extraordinarily patient, helpful, and supportive advisers: Perry Anderson , Rebecca Jean Emigh, Carlo Ginzburg, and Michael Mann. Each contributed in both obvious and subtle ways to the book’s conception. All of them read and commented on parts or all of the book. I also thank Victoria Bonnell, who has been an unfailingly supportive faculty mentor and who encouraged me to make a crucial reorganization of the book and extend the analysis to Eastern Europe. This helped immensely in framing my comparative approach. I am grateful to Giovanni Arrighi, Irene Bloemraad, Michael Burawoy, Georgi Derlugian, Peter Evans, Neil Fligstein, Marion Fourcade, Paul Ginsborg, Marco Santoro, Sandra Smith, Cihan Tugal, and Zulema Valdez, who all commented on various drafts of the project. I owe an enormous debt to the staff of the Fondazione Ugo Spirito in Rome for their wonderful combination Acknowledgments x Acknowledgments of warmth and professionalism. My book benefited substantially from the work of three outstanding research assistants: Ryan Calder, Juan Fernandez, and Nicholas Hoover Wilson. My son, Eamon, was patient enough to let me finish the book, and for this he richly deserves his Lego set. Finally, I thank my wife, Emanuela Tallo, who has been unfailingly supportive and loving during the writing of this book and who has taught me an enormous amount about her own amazing country. It is to her that I dedicate the work. I have been fortunate to be able to present pieces of my argument to a variety of audiences. I thank audiences at the Johns Hopkins University, the Central European University, UCLA, and UC Davis for challenging me and forcing me to think more clearly about my ideas. I would also like to thank my students at UC Berkeley, especially those in my comparative and historical methods seminar, whose relentless critical intelligence has often prompted me to reformulate and rethink my approach to historical sociology. Research for this book was supported by a Fulbright grant from the Institute for International Education. In addition, the University of California at Berkeley’s Institute for East European and Eurasian Societies, Institute for European Studies , Institute for Industrial Relations, and Committee on Research all provided financial support for the project. ... 
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