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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Postwar Gender Expectations and Realities c h a p t e r o n e In 1964 Kathryn Greeley had three children (ages 7, 9, and 10), a physicianhusband teaching pharmacology at a southern university, a master’s degree in social work, and a résumé that included a few years’ work with the YWCA, a half-year in France as a social worker, and a host of volunteer positions with local community and interracial groups. She described herself as feeling “safe at home with family and community work, [and] the right husband and a home and children that I really enjoy.” She noted how her life resembled that of her parents: she was a professor’s wife with a steady family income and a pleasant lifestyle. Her friends repeatedly reminded her how lucky she was.1 Although Greeley felt satisﬁed at home, she acknowledged that this might change as her children grew older. She suspected she might eventually join the many women who “get restless after their children go off to school and seem to need something to ﬁll their lives,” further noting that “jobs make me feel alive and important.” Greeley explained that the best plan was the one she suggested to her own daughters: “If possible, don’t meet the right man to marry until you have packed in plenty of school, and travel, and men, and jobs, and living.” She recommended ﬁnding “some interesting career,” observing that nursing and teaching offered real advantages for married women because they could work part-time as circumstances dictated. And science was the best choice of all because “there will be so many men in that ﬁeld.” For Greeley, the key to a woman’s happiness was meeting the right man at the right time because it provided the ultimate ﬂexibility for a modern female life.2 Kathryn Greeley was one of 311 female graduates from advanced studies at 12 h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n f o r w o m e n i n p o s t w a r a m e r i c a Columbia University who, in 1966, answered a questionnaire about how their lives had progressed in the ﬁfteen years following graduate study. Although better -educated than many of their contemporaries, Greeley and others in this study had shifted away from careers in favor of home responsibilities. While recognizing the appeal of the labor force, the women generally felt content concentrating on family and community. Greeley and women like her became pivotal to rebalancing American life after the war’s disruptions of the economy, international affairs, and family relations. Women—who had responded so patriotically during the war—became key to postwar readjustment. They could ease the economic strain of returning veterans by giving up jobs they had held during the war. They could afﬁrm the American way of life against a communist threat by supporting their local communities. And they could reassert normal domestic relations by starting families, building homes, and enjoying a prosperous life.3 In short, women were important players on the Cold War scene. However, enormous changes had occurred during the war in the economy, in education, and in gender relationships, provoking a dissonance between cultural norms for women and their behavior at home and in the workplace. Images from the late 1940s and 1950s lauded a white, middle-class, suburban ideal, where an at-home mother like Kathryn Greeley managed home and family in full support of her husband’s preeminent economic role.4 But such images rarely reﬂected reality in an increasingly urbanized and industrialized nation, where people’s awareness of racial and class diversity had sharpened during the war and women’s ability to stay home with children was often possible only for the upper-middle class. From the national need to reestablish familiar domestic and economic relations , a set of four ideologies emerged, shaping expectations for women’s behavior in terms of patriotic duty, economic participation, cultural role, and psychological needs. Each of these ideologies addressed a particular concern in American life while also revealing ways in which postwar women were challenging or ignoring those norms, sometimes by choice, and often by necessity. The ideologies cast a particularly strong inﬂuence on middle-class women, leaving them with difﬁcult decisions about how to spend their time, energy, and work force involvement. For women of lesser means—including many women of color... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780801888892
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780801882616, 9780801887451
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					647867909
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					296
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2006

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	