
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Cognition of Value in Aristotle's Ethics: Promise of Enrichment, Threat of Destruction

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] INTRODUCTION
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						    Deborah Achtenberg
						  
												
						
	
							State University of New York Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  What is ethical cognition like? That is, when we make (ethical) choices or exercise virtue of character, what kind of cognition is involved? In addition, what is the cognitive component of emotion like? That is, what kind of cognition is involved in our feelings of love, hate, pity, anger, kindness, envy, and so forth? A simple answer would be that both ethical and emotional cognition centrally involve cognition of value. When we exercise virtue of character , we choose what we appropriately cognize as valuable in some way: to give aid to someone, rather than hurting them; to be friendly to someone , rather than surly toward them; to prevent someone from engaging in actions that maim and destroy ourself or others. When we feel emotion —when we love or hate, when we pity someone or envy them—we are aware of the object of our emotion as valuable in some way: as beautiful or bad, as the subject of suffering or the bearer of positive qualities. In the early Enlightenment and again in the early twentieth century, this simple answer is rejected. The simple answer has it backward, some then say. Ethical choices or judgments do not involve cognition of value. Instead, value judgments are expressions of emotion. Moreover, emotions themselves are not cognitive—not shaped by how we perceive the world or what experiences we have had of it—but are brute and idiosyncratic . Later, ethics is understood as formalistic or rule-governed. The cognition involved in ethics, on this account, is merely the awareness of the applicability of a universal or a rule to a specific case. In recent years, a number of philosophers have rejected both emotivism and formalism. There is such a thing as ethical cognition, they say, and it is not merely awareness of the applicability of rules to cases. Instead, it involves a rich awareness of the particular features of complex, concrete situations and the perception of some among those features as 1 I N T R O D U C T I O N salient. Moreover, emotions, they say, are not brute but, instead, are intentional: they are forms of perception, types of rational orientation toward the world, ways of perceiving particular situations. Such views could be part of a move back to the simple answer just mentioned. For, once we have said that ethical awareness is awareness of salience, we still must ask what is meant by ‘salience’. In my view, the best way to spell out what is meant by salient particulars in the ethical realm is particulars that are conducive to or components of some value (or of something valuable). To be salient is to stand out, or even to leap out (as the etymology of the word suggests), to be prominent. To see particulars as salient is to see some of them as more important than others . But, important in what way? For a mathematician, mathematically interesting or unusual or important particulars stand out. For a lawyer, details having to do with liability or right are prominent. It is not enough to say that ethical cognition is cognition of salience. It must be a certain kind of salience. The simple answer looks promising again, with this in mind. What the person exercising virtue of character sees in a situation—what stands out for them or leaps to their mind—is some kind or kinds of value: which health plan will benefit the old, for example ; which government agency is unfair in the allocation of opportunities for development; which type of course requirement will most substantially increase students’ understanding of the diverse world in which they live. Similarly, I maintain, we must ask those who say that emotions are forms of perception, types of rational orientation to the world, or ways of perceiving particular situations, what the person feeling an emotion is perceiving or to what part or aspect of the world that person is rationally oriented. Here, too, we would want to include, but not stop at, the idea of awareness of particulars. One can have quite detailed knowledge of the particulars of a certain situation without that knowledge seeming to contribute at all to one’s having an emotional reaction to the situation . While, on the other hand, there is at least a common connection between awareness of the value qualities of a situation and certain emotional reactions to it: a detailed perception of decay often leads to a feeling of disgust or revulsion; watching a filmclip of a... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780791488638
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					53093280
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					218
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	