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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Preface The inspiration for this book ma!- have been a glimpse down frorn a commercial jet of radiant golden hillsides of California poppies at Lake Elsinose in 2001 that will forever stick to memory. It was the finest outbreak of wildflowers in coastal southern California since the 1q60s, and my first experience with hillside splashes of color, having gto~vn up in Long Reach, California, in the rq jos when the city was surrounded by former pasturelatlds of European grasses and black mustard. My first instinct \vas to jump off the plme, but once I recognized m) captivlt! I reini~lded myself that the flowers would await my return. Thc topic of native herbaceous flora of California drew my attention to many sources of information: the important translation of Juan Crespi 's original diaries by hlan I
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