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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 4 Assessment “[C]lassroom teachers, more than anyone else, are actively and continuously involved in evaluation.” (Genesee & Upshur, 1996) “The problem is fundamentally that any language performance that is worthy of interest will be complex and multidimensional.” (Skehan, 1984) “[T]he susceptibility of language to precise measurement seems to be in direct proportion to its fragmentation.” (Horowitz, 1991) “[T]he traditional direct test of writing, the one-hour (or less) time and the unprepared topic in the stressful conditions of the examination room, is only a partial indication of what a person can do in writing.” (HampLyons , 1991d) “No one can make a trustworthy judgment about a student’s skill or ability in writing without seeing multiple pieces of writing, written on multiple occasions, in multiple genres, directed to different audiences, written in more or less realistic writing conditions.” (Elbow, 1994) “Liking and disliking seem like unpromising topics in an exploration of assessment. They seem to represent the worst kind of subjectivity, the merest accident of personal taste. But I’ve recently come to think that the phenomenon of liking is perhaps the most important evaluative response for writers and teachers to think about.” (Elbow, 1993) 112 L E A D I N G Q U E S T I O N S • What purposes does assessment of writing serve? • What are some of the basic problems we face in making fair and accurate assessments of students’ writing? • What are the issues surrounding notions in writing assessment such as reliability, validity, objectivity, and subjectivity? • What ethical issues are implicated in writing assessment , particularly of L2 students? • What alternatives are there to traditional assessment in L2 writing classes? Introduction to the Issues Many of the decisions that both L1 and L2 writing teachers make in their classes revolve around assessment of students’ writing. Assessment activities and schemes pervade the broader system of schooling as well. Indeed, in most countries assessment of all kinds, not just of writing, is such an inherent part of the whole enterprise of schooling that it is difficult to imagine doing without it. Because a culture of assessment is built into the schooling enterprise, teachers rarely ask whether they need to assess their students. After all, the system often starts, continues, and ends with entrance, placement , progress, and exit assessments and examinations. Not all teachers are happy about the culture of assessment they are immersed in. But regardless of individual teachers’ opinions and beliefs about assessment, if students are to be given a grade or admitted into or released from a class or program, their ability or performance usually needs to be evaluated. Rather than recommending wholesale overthrow of assessment schemes, therefore, most teachers ask instead how their Assessment 113 [52.54.220.31] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 01:15 GMT) students can be assessed accurately and fairly. The issue of accurate and fair assessment of student writing probably constitutes the major dilemma in both the L1 and L2 writing fields, and I will discuss the specifics of some of the controversies later in this chapter. But first, let me highlight several key questions that L2 writing teachers need to consider as they reflect on their own beliefs about assessment and as they plan writing and assessment activities within their own classrooms . Most of these questions ultimately link to issues of accuracy and fairness. Early in the decision-making process, writing teachers and administrators need to be clear about what they mean by assessment . Consider the following terms: assessment, testing, measurement, grading, evaluating. All are related yet refer to different aspects of assessment (perhaps the broadest of the terms). By giving some kind of test, we can measure something and then assign a grade or a score. We can also evaluate students’ writing in a variety of ways that may or may not result in a grade or a score. In the general language testing field, Bachman (1990) distinguishes among the terms measurement, test, and evaluation. Measurement refers to “the process of quantifying the characteristics of persons according to explicit procedures and rules” (p. 18). A test is a measurement of a “specific sample of an individual’s behavior” (p. 20). Evaluation refers to collection and perusal of information for the purpose of making decisions about people (p. 22). It is possible to evaluate without testing, just as it is possible to test without evaluating. Tests, Bachman points out, may be used as part of instructional activities, such as to motivate students or to review... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780472029815
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780472089796
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					844924476
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					264
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	