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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  The Botanical Gardens Primoses, Chinese chestnuts, and pinochle in the boiler room Since 1960, the U-M botanical gardens have been on Dixboro Road straddling Superior and Ann Arbor Townships. But for forty-ﬁve years before that, they were in the heart of what is now Ann Arbor’s south side. The ﬁfty-two-acre gardens off Iroquois, now Woodbury Gardens apartments, played an important part in university life from 1916 to 1961. “It was not landscaped for beauty but for [growing] speciﬁc plants,” recalls Chuck Cares, who later landscaped the present gardens. “There were pretty plants, of course, but no aesthetic principle was involved.” “Plants were grown for research, university classes, and decorations for university functions,” explains Dorothy Blanchard, whose mother, Frieda Blanchard, was assistant director from 1919 to 1956. Though “it was not a place for the general public,” Blanchard says, “visitors did occasionally come out and were shown around by Mother.” The university’s ﬁrst botanical garden was planted on the Diag in 1897, near what is today the graduate library. In 1906 it moved to the newly acquired Arboretum. In 1913, ﬁnding the Arb’s hilly terrain not conducive to growing plants in controlled conditions, the university bought the Iroquois site. Harry Gleason, the new garden’s ﬁrst director, wrote that it was “located immediately beyond the city limits south of Ann Arbor, near the Packard street road, and comprises twenty acres of level fertile land.” As surrounding parcels were purchased, the gardens grew to 51.72 acres. Harley H. Bartlett replaced Gleason in 1919. “The chief thing that attracted me to the University of Michigan before I knew what a generally delightful place Ann Arbor was, was the new botanical gardens, which would provide perhaps the best facility in the country for work in genetics and plant breeding,” Bartlett wrote in his 1923 Harvard alumni report. Bartlett was born in Montana in 1886, graduated from Harvard with a chemistry degree, and then worked as a chemical biologist for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. While in Washington he became interested in the work of Dutch botanist Hugo DeVries on evolution and began to research the genetics of genus Oenothera, an evening primrose. He 53 accepted an assistant professorship at the U-M in 1915 and, as soon as he could, planted rows of Oenothera at the new botanical gardens to continue his research. “The development of the garden has been my chief interest since coming to Michigan,” Bartlett claimed in the alumni report—an impressive claim, considering his many competing interests. “A Renaissance man, he [Bartlett] knew a little about everything,” recalls Ed Voss, emeritus professor of botany. “If you asked a question, he’d give you a reference off the top of his head.” In addition to directing the gardens, Bartlett chaired the botany department, taught classes, frequently traveled to Asia and Latin America to collect rare plants, published proliﬁcally, and was much in demand as a consultant to federal agencies. Bartlett’s secret was that he had accepted the gardens’ directorship on the condition that graduate student Frieda Cobb be appointed the assistant director. While Bartlett dealt with the public and with the university administration, Cobb managed the gardens’ day-to-day operations , taking over completely during Bartlett’s frequent absences. “She kept things at an even keel,” recalls Voss. Frieda Cobb had come to the U-M at Bartlett’s suggestion and was working on her Ph.D., continuing his Oenothera research. They had met through her brother, Victor Cobb, a classmate of Bartlett’s at Harvard. She arrived in Ann Arbor in 1916 and in 1920 was the ﬁrst of Bartlett’s students to earn her doctorate. Two years later she married Frank Blanchard , a herpetologist whom she had met in graduate school. The actual work of growing the plants was done by a series of excel54 Ann Arbor Observed The original botanical gardens were right on campus in front of the old library, about where the graduate library now sits. (Courtesy of Bentley Historical Library.) [3.231.207.239] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 03:07 GMT) lent gardeners, the last of whom, from 1935 on, was Walter Kleinschmidt, who was promoted to superintendent. Part of his job was tending the rare plants brought back from various expeditions. “He was good at growing plants—discovering what was needed. For instance, he ﬁgured out how to grow ferns from spores,” recalls Dorothy Blanchard. Kleinschmidt lived with his wife and... 
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