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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 1 Punishing Schools and a Zero Tolerance Culture Our fear grows, I suggest, proportionate to our unacknowledged guilt. By slashing spending on educational, medical, and antipoverty programs for youths we adults have committed great violence against them. Yet rather than face up to our collective responsibility we project our violence onto young people themselves, and onto strangers we imagine will attack them. —Barry Glassner (1999) The defining purpose of education is not to train students to take their place in either the corporate order or the existing society, but to encourage human agency as an act of social intervention. —Henry Giroux (2003b) On a chilly November morning we approached the side entrance doors at Suburbia High School (SHS) in Ohio to conduct half a dozen prearranged student and teacher interviews.1 We were met at the door by a teacher who told us in a tense, excited voice that the school was “in lockdown” for a random drug search and that if we came in we would be unable to leave for several hours. He asked if we still wanted to come in. We assured him that we did. We walked quickly through the halls, following our teacher-guide, as he explained to us that lockdowns were always a surprise and that this one had been announced only moments before our arrival. He said that once a lockdown was announced, it usually took about five minutes for every exit to be secured, including interior doors, effectively separating sections of the school and making movement between those sections difficult, if not impossible. When we asked him what the lockdown would mean in terms of procedure, he replied, “It means dogs. Uniforms. Nobody gets in or out.”2 This teacher offered to accompany us if we wanted to try to walk around during the lockdown; we did. We walked quickly through the school and between floors, hoping to catch a glimpse of the police offi- cers and their dogs and listening to our companion describe the procedures he had witnessed on prior occasions: “It’s really quite something when you see all of them lined up in military formation. The dogs are unbelievable—the training! They’re all German shepherds, big, and it’s really sort of bizarre to see them right before they come into the school, perfectly still, and at a word they split up because they have different things to do.”3 Moments later, through an interior window, we saw an officer with a dog walking around in a classroom; as we turned the corner we saw the students from that classroom standing outside the door. They had been instructed to leave their backpacks in a pile, and the officer brought the dog in to search the room and their belongings while the students waited in the hall. If the dog sniffs any contraband, we were told—if the dog “tags” anything—the owner of the offending backpack is asked to come into the classroom and the door is shut. The student is then questioned by the officer and an administrator or teacher while the backpack is searched and the substance examined. If further action is deemed necessary, it is taken after the student has been escorted to the principal’s office, where parents, police officers, or other officials might be called.4 Most of the students waiting outside their classroom chatted quietly; we moved on to a large open area, the Senior Commons, which looks like the atrium café of a five-star hotel, with huge panes of glass, sunshine streaming in, brand new tables and chairs, and gleaming tile floors. We arrived just as three officers with dogs approached from the opposite hallway. We stopped about thirty feet from the nearest tables and watched. There were fifty to sixty students occupying the tables, and the officers stopped a moment to speak with each other before proceeding. We were immediately struck by an overwhelming impression: this was a paramilitary unit. There’s no other way to describe it. Their uniforms are designed on a military model, and every officer we saw was physically imposing: big shoulders and chests with weight-lifter arms that strained the fabric of fitted, button-down black shirts. We did not see any women or thin, small men. Every officer we saw was a white male with a short, military-style haircut. They wore no hats, and their paratrooper pants were tucked into black, lug-soled, lace-up jackboots. Their heavy belts held... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780472021741
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780472069057, 9780472099054
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					464700526
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					263
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2006

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	