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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  II. Chapter 3 Preaching Plum Falls, New York July 1850 I ncrease Joseph's recovery was nothing less than miraculous. Not only did his ability to speak return, but his voice was now deeper and more powerful. Words seemed to flow off his lips like melt water from a spring thaw. Before his near fatal accident, he seldom spoke, now he never stopped. He gave orations to the horses as they worked the fields. He talked to the cows when he milked them. He spoke to the chickens when he gathered eggs. All of this was practice of course, for he knew he had been called to speak for a new religion. He was gathering the words, sorting out the ideas, arranging his thoughts as he spoke to the critters around the farm. He seldom mentioned his newly acquired gift to his parents, or even to his wife for fear they would not understand. He worried some that they might think the lightning affected his mind, seared some place where old traditions were stored, and long-standing beliefs were held. But he realized he already had these ideas before the lightning strike. Lightning gave The Travels of Increase Joseph 23 him a new voice and a resolve to stand up and speak out. In some mysterious way, the combination of the tonic and the lightning gave him the tools to express himself beyond anything he thought possible. He was building up courage to step into the bandstand in the village square at Plum Falls and begin his pilgrimage, to begin his crusade for a new way of thinking about God. He pulled on a pair of long black pants, slipped into a tattered black coat, and put on a wide-brimmed black hat that was his grandfather's. But something was missing. He had watched preachers, many of them. Each carried a Bible, which they waved when they spoke. He didn't want to wave a Bible. But he needed something. Something that looked theological . Something that would add religious authority to his appearance. In the back of a drawer in the bureau that stood in the dining room of their sparsely furnished farm home, he found a red book - owned by one of his ancestors. It was just the right size to fit in his back pocket. He told his wife that he was headed for Plum Falls for a couple hours and would be back shortly. He kissed his baby son on the cheek and he was off, walking confidently along the narrow road, his head high and his arms swinging. People in Plum Falls knew about his tragic accident , and how his hair had turned white. As he walked down Main Street, dodging the occasional horse and carriage, folks stared at him in wonder. Everyone knew of lightning that killed many cows and horses over the years, and farmers, too. Here was a survivor, walking down Main Street with no apparent injuries, except for a head of white hair [35.170.203.195] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 21:12 GMT) 24 Apps that touched his shoulders and contrasted with his black hat and black coat. People stepped aside as he passed; a few spoke, said "Howdy," but nothing more. They were mostly amazed to see him alive, even if he looked quite different than they remembered. Increase Joseph climbed the steps to the bandstand and looked out into the park. The sun had just set on this warm summer evening. Children were playing, chasing each other, laughing. A few women gathered on the park benches to rest or to wait while husbands visited the local saloon. A handful of men sat talking in one corner of the park while their wives shopped for groceries at the general store. In the distance, a dog barked. People in the park didn't seem to notice this figure in black standing in the bandstand, peering out from under a black hat. "Sisters and brothers," Increase Joseph intoned. One of the mothers sitting closest to the bandstand looked around for her little boy who was playing in the sand nearby. "Come here, Johnny," she said. "I stand before you on this beautiful evening to bring you a word from God." The woman with the little boy quickly got up from her bench, gathered up her packages, took the boy by the hand and hurried away. Increase Joseph continued. "We are destroying our land. How you ask? We are destroying our... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780299247539
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780299247546
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					847908691
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					270
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2010

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	