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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  I have yet to hear a man ask for advice on how to combine marriage and a career. —  I do not believe there is such a thing as female writing. There is the hysteric’s voice which is the woman’s masculine language . . . talking about feminine experience. — , Psychoanalysis and Feminism1 CHAPTER 2 THE EMERGENCE OF THE CAREER WOMAN Unlike corporate career ﬁlms, where men have traditionally dominated on-screen as in real life, there are, since , approximately as many business ﬁlms about female as about male entrepreneurs. In the last three decades women corporate executive characters have also become increasingly prominent on-screen. Clearly, success in business careers has obviously not always meant the same thing for women as for men, particularly since the general expectation for women to work (discounting the years of World War II) did not become widespread until the s. By this time, national monetary inﬂation, marriage at a later age, and soaring divorce rates drove women in great numbers into higher education and the paid workforce. Young career women who also wanted to start a family had to ﬁnd ways to accommodate the additional demands of motherhood in their success equation. While there has always been an expectation that men would develop and advance their business and career work, women have only in the last three decades found themselves pursuing careers with the increasingly accepted notion that their economic needs and career goals are as pressing as are men’s, particularly owing to their increasing roles as heads of households . Since the s, women in ever growing numbers have had to prove themselves worthy in a variety of business and career circumstances , and Hollywood ﬁlms have traced their diﬃcult but mostly successful attempts at ever higher levels of socioeconomic accomplishment . Hence, business success for women in ﬁlms of the s and s       51 has diﬀerent connotations than their understanding of success in ﬁlms of the s and s. It is therefore useful, initially, to consider middleclass working women in cinema in relation to their historical era as well as their marital and maternal status. Also, because the woman’s speci ﬁc marital and family status as an employee seems as important to her identity status as the exact nature of her career (at least from a historical perspective), I have expanded the business category in this chapter to include some women’s career pursuits beyond business per se. This status is important because Hollywood’s overall portraits of single and married working women (particularly if they are also mothers ) diﬀer markedly. Certainly, American cinema’s mirroring of career women generally reﬂects deeply embedded assumptions about work and gender roles that do not begin to change noticeably until the s. As a starting point, therefore, I look ﬁrst at classical ﬁlms to determine how gainfully employed women are represented in relation to new social facts and tenacious cultural myths. The ﬁrst section of this chapter focuses on the large number of studio-era ﬁlms featuring the single working mother. It also extends into the s and includes the single or married childless woman who tries to balance her career with her romantic life or with her husband and his career. The next section takes up the sexual/gender revolution as represented in ﬁlms of the s. It goes on to trace women’s rise into corporate managerial ranks in the s and s, and the plight of increasingly desperate married or single working mothers in this recent era. The third section goes beyond the ﬁlm survey approach; it considers the signiﬁcance of the usually marginalized and desperate working mother character from a psychological, ideological, and historical perspective. The social survey emphasis of sections one and two helps set the stage for the more intensive psychoanalytic reading of three ﬁlms from three diﬀerent eras in the third section that involve gainfully employed moms and their unhappy oﬀspring. Since World War II, Hollywood ﬁlms have represented middle-class working women as a troubled lot, tortured as much by their successes as by their failures. This is not to say that businesswomen characters are made to appear inadequate to their jobs, but rather that in ﬁlms up through the s, their jobs are treated as compensatory or secondary to romance, marriage, and most of all, motherhood. It is a truism that women have ultimately been measured against the cultural priority of motherhood, while men have ultimately been measured against the cultural... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780292796522
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780292709119
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					191935930
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					300
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	