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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Preface In this book, a key concept is positionality, the understanding that our life experiences and practices are deeply entangled with the ways we see the world. Given the importance of this idea to our work, it seems appropriate to share something about the journeys that have led to the production of this book while acknowledging those who have helped cultivate our thinking. From Alison My path began during my undergraduate education, where many of my courses probed the exploitations brought on by corporate globalization. I found opposition to that exploitation, as well as a deep sense of joy, in a place-based environmentalism emphasizing connection to the natural world. At the same time, my coursework highlighted resistance among poor communities of color while criticizing well-intentioned outsiders’ problematic reform efforts. It seemed that lessening my own resource use might decrease the need for exploitation while respecting, but not interfering with, communities’ struggles. I learned to do this while living in an intentional community as a graduate student at UC Davis. I “put my hands in the soil” of our organic gardens and learned to cultivate food. Evenings were ﬁlled with shared meals, often followed by conversations lasting into the night. I’m grateful to have experienced ﬁrsthand the desire for ecological sustainability and deep social bonds that can arise from growing and sharing food. I also acknowledge that I, and those with whom I shared this experience, hailed predominantly from white and middle-class backgrounds. Even then, I knew that there was something about this way of life that rarely worked for people of color. xii Preface My early research arose from my personal and political interest in place, examining its relationship with meaning-making processes and power. This interest grew as I learned about the environmental justice movement. In contrast to movement leaders’ claims that its emphasis on place was in conﬂict with the environmental movement, place was essential to the kind of environmentalism I had been trying to live. I wanted to understand how activists could combine place-based environmentalism with antiracism. I moved to Oakland, where I had heard such efforts were emerging. There I met a group of activists willing to share their work with me who, while not the subjects of this book, have deeply shaped my thinking . I am grateful to Jason Harvey (who loaned me his phrase “will work for food justice”), David Roach, Dana Harvey, Leroy Musgrave, Will Scott and the Scott Family, Charlotte Coleman, Ted Dixon, Xan West, and Jada White. Additionally, I have found supportive communities of scholars including my dissertation committee (Tom Beamish, Jim Cramer, Julie Sze, and Kimberly Nettles), the Environmental Justice Project (Jonathan London, Marisol Cortez, Raoul Lievanos, and Tracy Perkins), the UC Multicampus Research Group on Food and the Body (especially Julie Guthman, Melanie DuPuis, Carolyn de la Peña, Laura-Anne Minkoff-Zern, and Christie McCullen), my writing group (Joan S. M. Meyers, Dina Biscotti, Julie Collins-Dogrul, Jen Gregson, Macky Yamaguchi, Lori Freeman, Julie Setele, and Jaime Becker), and my colleagues at the University of the Paciﬁc (Marcia Hernandez, Ethel Nicdao, George Lewis, and Ken Albala ). Kari Norgaard has been an incredible mentor, colleague, and coauthor, helping me think through the framework for this book. Additionally , it is rare that a well-known scholar reaches out to a graduate student, but Julian Agyeman has been extremely supportive, eventually suggesting we collaborate on this project. I am deeply grateful for his guidance and positive attitude throughout. Thanks also to Natalia Skolnik and my partner Aaron Simon for their genuine interest in this work, as well as my family, Penny, Michael, and Matty Alkon, for their love, good humor, and encouragement. From Julian In the early 1980s, I was a geography teacher in Carlisle, England. Carlisle sits at the northern edge of one of Britain’s most beautiful regions, the Lake District. This is Wordsworth country, the place of England’s [3.236.224.210] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 14:30 GMT) Preface xiii highest mountain, Scafell Pike, and its biggest lake, Lake Windermere. It is a place of amazing beauty in every season but it’s a place that also perked my interest in race, ethnicity, and space. I always wondered why, when leading ﬁeld trips to engage students in the very visible glacial history of the area, people would stop and stare. I also wondered why there were so few other visitors (and even fewer residents) that looked like me... 
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