
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Edge-Based Clausal Syntax: A Study of (Mostly) English Object Structure

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] 3. Double Object Structures
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Paul M. Postal
						  
												
						
	
							The MIT Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  3 Double Object Structures 3.1 Basics I begin to address more directly the complex issue of double object (ditransitive) structures illustrated by (3.1a) and (3.2a) and the common (though not invariably possible) alternations of the ﬁrst object with prepositionally marked ones, as in (3.1b) and (3.2b). (3.1) a. Melissa sent my brother a message. b. Melissa sent a message to my brother. (3.2) a. Claudia bought Jack a toy truck. b. Claudia bought a toy truck for Jack. These two patterns were distinguished by Fillmore (1965) mostly on grounds of di¤ering passivization possibilities, a matter I return to in chapter 7. Hereafter, I call the pattern in (3.1) Class A ditransitives, that in (3.2) Class B ditransitives. Barrel A literature mostly analyzes such English constructions without appeal to a notion of indirect object, though the term is sometimes used informally. This reality is consistent with the theoretical fact, touched on in chapter 2, that while Chomsky (1965) proposed conﬁgurational deﬁnitions of both the subject and direct object relations, he neither there nor anywhere since proposed any deﬁnition for an indirect object relation.1 But consideration of other NLs, even those related to English like French, German, and Spanish, leaves little doubt that there is a notion of indirect object (3 object) of the same order of reality in these NLs as the direct object (2 object) relation. In the NLs just cited, one could hardly fail to appeal to 3 object, speciﬁcally with respect to analogs of (3.1) and (3.2). So trying to justify a distinction between 2 object and 3 object in French, German, Spanish, or a host of other NLs would, internal to the grammatical traditions of these NLs, be absurd. One should see the ‘‘missing’’ notion of 3 object in Barrel A as a function of three facts: (1) the overwhelming dominance in the development of Barrel A ideas of work on English, (2) the fact that the extension of the notion of 3 object in English is much less clear than in NLs like French, and (3) the fact that Barrel A ideas o¤er no natural reconstruction of the 3 object relation. Point (2) will be explicated in what follows. That Barrel A work avoids a notion of 3 object in the analysis of English ditransitive structures is also remarkable for other reasons. First, traditional grammarians of English of course utilized this concept (see, e.g., Curme 1931; Jespersen 1927 [1961]; Sweet 1891). Second, as argued below, considerable evidence supports recognizing a 3 object relation to represent the ﬁrst object in English ditransitives. Although the vast literature on English constructions like (3.1) and (3.2) has yielded a generally accepted analysis of neither the double object cases nor their (a)/(b) alternations, two general types of analysis subsume the majority of treatments. In the most common, ditransitives like (3.1a) and (3.2a) are taken to involve the occurrence as a superﬁcial 2 object of an underlying oblique phrase represented by the respective PPs in (3.1b) and (3.2b); often this oblique phrase is taken to be a 3 object. This is the so-called dative shift analysis, discussed in works like Akmajian and Heny 1975; Culicover 1976; Emonds 1972a, 1972b, 1976, 1993; Emonds and Whitney 2006; Fillmore 1965; Green 1974; Jackendo¤ 1977; Jackendo¤ and Culicover 1971; Langendoen, Kalish-Landon, and Dore 1976; Larson 1988, 352–354; Marantz 1993, 117; McCawley 1998; Oehrle 1976; Postal 1971; Ross 1967 [1986]; Smaby and Baldi 1981; Soames and Perlmutter 1979; and Wexler, Culicover, and Hamburger 1975; to cite some of many. The other approach treats the ﬁrst object of a ditransitive as a PP with an invisible P. I discuss this analysis type after providing more factual substance for the notion English 3 object. Embarrassingly, I myself long accepted a dative shift–style analysis (see Perlmutter and Postal 1983; Postal 1971, 1982). A relational variant of it called 3-to-2 advancement formed a building block of early RG accounts of clause structure. Statement (3.3) provides a principles-and-parameters version. (3.3) Ouhalla 1994, 174–175 ‘‘58a Mary gave John a book Starting with the former hypothesis, if the two NPs in (58) both receive their Case from the verb, we should expect both of them to 76 Chapter 3 [184.72.201.204] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 04:13 GMT) behave like direct objects of... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780262295482
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780262014816
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					793520234
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					488
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	