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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Preface and Acknowledgments Business today clearly takes its environmental performance far more seriously than it did over the past several decades. Corporate managers increasingly understand that a positive environmental record matters to the public and to shareholders, and as a consequence many tout the green credentials of their companies whenever the opportunity presents itself. Industrial facilities seem to have been affected by these changes at least as much as have as other businesses; they are much more attentive than previously to the need to use cleaner methods of production, decrease manufacturing waste, improve energy efﬁciency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and incorporate sustainability goals into their operation. In this book we focus on one aspect of the corporate greening: the disclosure of information about toxic chemical releases that documents environmental performance and also meets public expectations for transparency and social responsibility. In particular, we examine the federal Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) program to explore how industrial facilities around the country have tried to come clean in two interrelated ways. One is to disclose key information to the public about the management and release of toxic chemicals and the health and environmental risks they pose to surrounding communities. The other is to use that information to clean up or “green” their activities. We want to know how much the TRI program has achieved in both respects. How has the disclosure of such information made a difference within the community and state, and how has compliance with the TRI program affected company management of toxic chemicals? We also want to know how changes in the management of toxic chemicals have come about, that is, the mechanisms by which the collection and disclosure of information affects community and corporate decision making. And we want to know what the program’s accomplishments say about the potential for information disclosure as an environmental policy strategy. xii Preface and Acknowledgments We focus on the TRI program because it is the premier example of what most observers refer to as a federal, nonregulatory environmental policy. The TRI imposes mandatory reporting requirements on affected facilities and in that respect it shares at least one characteristic of other environmental policies that are considered to be regulatory. Yet the program does not include the regulatory apparatus of command and control that accompanies conventional environmental policies such as the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act. Because it is so different from environmental regulatory policies, the effects it has had since its adoption in 1986 speak to the broader question of how information disclosure might be used to achieve environmental goals at a time when conﬁdence in conventional command-and-control regulation has weakened. Commentators and policy analysts across the political spectrum have called for consideration of a range of new approaches to environmental policy, from market incentives to ﬂexible regulation. This ongoing debate highlights the need to learn more about how well present policies are working and what might be expected of new approaches that are widely endorsed today. Relatively few studies offer solid evidence about the effectiveness, efﬁciency, or equity of either long-standing regulatory policies or the newer approaches so much discussed in the 1990s and 2000s. In the case of the TRI program, scholars have explored its origins, operations, and some of its impacts with considerable insight. Our purpose in this book is different. We are interested in the mechanisms through which the program affects industry and communities, and whether and how it has helped to reduce the release of toxic chemicals and their risks to communities across the nation. We also use the TRI program as a lens through which we can examine the environmental performance dilemma faced by government and industry as both strive to make the industrial footprint consistent with long-term goals of sustainability. The dilemma is that with conventional command-and-control regulation, government and business may pursue strategies that deliver less than optimal results. Yet there are ways to create win-win solutions where environmental performance can be improved through the use of hybrid policies that combine regulation and information disclosure, among other policy tools. The TRI data are not without some problems of reliability, as critics have long observed. Yet used cautiously, we believe that the TRI database provides a unique and valuable opportunity to examine and compare corporate environmental performance over time and across the range of [35.174.3.48] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 21:51 GMT) Preface and Acknowledgments xiii industrial facilities, and to... 
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