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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Geeks and Freaks 39 Chapter 2 Geeks and Freaks Marginal Identity and Community In celebration of Raven’s birthday, several of us were meeting at a restaurant in the vicinity of the club before the Horizons party. When I arrived at seven o’clock, twelve people were already seated. I waved to everyone and went to sit beside Elise, who jumped up to hug me as I approached. Four more people entered before we ordered. The place was busy, and the din made it difﬁcult to hear each other. It was not our usual spot. The wait staff seemed slightly contemptuous, perhaps noting the preponderance of black leather—or the popularity of the fettuccine alfredo dish with extra garlic bread—in this particular crowd. At 8:30, the four of us who were scheduled to set up for the party prepared to head out. As we each rounded the table to give individual hugs to people we would see again in approximately ninety minutes, Sheryl stood up and yelled, “Wait! Wait! I won’t be there!” and rushed all of us to give a proper good-bye. Adia, Kim, Larry, and I walked up to the club and set about hanging decorations, putting out prizes, setting up the food—cold cuts and shrimp, candy and cookies. The CDs needed to be queued in the disk player, along with whatever special instructions James needed to cut and cue the music for special events throughout the evening. At 9:30, we were nearly ready for the 10:00 start. By 11:00 the place was packed—wall to wall people—and several scenes were underway. I sat at a booth next to Jesse and across from Adam, and we caught up on the day’s events. After a few minutes, Jesse asked me, “Do you like knives?” “Sure,” I replied. “Close your eyes,” Jesse said. She took my wrist. I felt a dull blade trail along the inside of my forearm. I opened my eyes and saw that it was not a blade at all, but a paper-thin, plastic card. We marveled at how like a blade it felt. 39 40 People Adam began to dig all of his sharps out of his bag. He held out his hand for mine. I gave it to him and watched as he placed a two-bladed ﬁnger cuff over his index ﬁnger. I had not seen a cuff like that before. It was a new toy for Adam also. He dragged it along the back of my hand. We discussed how to make them, how expensive they were, and where to ﬁnd them. Handing the cuff to Jesse, he said, “Here, try it on her neck.” “Do you mind?” Jesse asked me. “No, it’s okay,” I replied, piling my hair atop my head with a hair band so that my hair wouldn’t cause the blades to skip. Jesse dragged the blades up and down my neck, softly at ﬁrst. It gave me goose bumps. When I shivered, Adam wrapped my arms in his. Within a few seconds Jesse was no longer using the blade lightly enough to tickle, and I was no longer shivering. Adam reached into his pocket, removed his pocketknife and ﬂipped it open. Taking my wrists in one hand, he stretched my arms across the table, palms up. In soft voices, just above whispering, Jesse and Adam talked as they used the blades on my skin. I kept my eyes closed and focused on the feeling. “She marks so nicely,” Adam said. “I know. And look at her face. It’s like it’s putting her to sleep,” replied Jesse. “Except when it hurts,” Adam said as he pressed the knife into my skin. The three of us played at the booth for a while. When the impromptu scene ended, Adam stood up with his toy bag, gave me a dramatic look and said, “You ready for me?” I smirked and said good-bye to Jesse. As we wandered around, looking for an empty play area, several people called out, “Have fun!” “Don’t let him be mean to you,” called James, the owner of the club. Lars smiled as we passed him. “Always with a full dance card,” he complained jovially. “Let me know when it opens up!” When we found a play space, Elise was sitting in the room. She squealed and clapped loudly. “Oh goody, Dakota and Adam are going to play! I love... 
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