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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 How to Listen and How to Speak by Peter Redpath
 
	 Jason Morgan
 

 
 
 REDPATH, Peter. How to Listen and How to Speak. St. Louis: En Route, 2021. viii + 367 pp. Paper, $24.95
 
   Twentieth-century great books popularizer Mortimer J. Adler was a man on a mission. Adler's goal in making philosophy for everyone was not arithmetical, not just to get more people to know more facts about more philosophers. Adler wanted to teach moderns how to read books, how to listen to arguments, and how to speak the truth. Adler rejected what he called the "solo performances" of most post-Enlightenment thinkers. Instead, Adler wanted to reclaim philosophy as what Redpath calls a "transgenerational" project, an ongoing conversation building on the intellectual achievements of those who came before. The corollary to this is teaching younger people in the present so they can keep the conversation going.
 In this spirit, How to Listen and How to Speak springboards off Adler's 1983 book How to Speak, How to Listen. Redpath's subtitle, "standing on the shoulders of giants to renew commonsense and uncommonsense wisdom in the contemporary world," describes how and why this leaping-beyond takes place. Redpath builds on Adler's insights of four decades ago—he stands, respectfully, on Adler's shoulders. But Redpath also goes well beyond Adler, rooting Adler's insights, and Redpath's deeper explications, in the philosophy of organizational wholes that Redpath adopts, again with respectful humilitas, from St. Thomas Aquinas, who in turn stood on the shoulders of Aristotle. In over fifteen chapters—the book began (as many of Aristotle's own works are said to have begun) as lecture notes for a course, in this case for the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin—Redpath re-presents Adler's points, listening to Adler and then speaking about what has been learned. The transgenerational conversation that Adler envisioned is thereby advanced (more so now in fact, as this reviewer was once Redpath's student at Holy Apostles College and Seminary).
 Two of Redpath's most salient arguments here are on the importance of rhetoric and docilitas. Rhetoric, Redpath writes, following Adler, is not, as contemporary parlance would suggest, mere empty styling, verbal flair without meaning to match it. Instead, Redpath sees rhetoric, the ability to persuade listeners through the skillful and timely use of ethos, pathos, and logos, as a human art. Adler and Redpath track Marc Antony's (Shakespeare's) speech to the Roman crowd following the assassination of Julius Caesar, showing that the human person takes in arguments in a distinctly human way. Humans do not process logic mechanically. We have emotions and passions, Redpath stresses, and we must embrace [End Page 766] those in our hearers, rhetorically, if we wish to do what speech is made for, namely, to bring others over, in truth, to our way of thinking.
 More to this point, Redpath, relying heavily on Aquinas, emphasizes the central role that prudence plays in human communication. There is a time and a place for the things we ought (and ought not) to say, Redpath argues. Reaching back to his Brooklyn upbringing, Redpath relates delightful stories from New York's rough streets to illustrate that prudence—common sense—is a real necessity in a human world.
 Docilitas, teachability, is another key idea in How to Listen and How to Speak. Listening, Redpath and Adler insist, is not a passive exercise. One must listen actively, preferably while taking notes. One must then review one's notes and, if possible, ask questions of the speaker. The point is to become teachable by learning how to understand what another person is saying, to "get on the same page," as Redpath writes. This "meeting of the minds/psyches," Redpath argues, was the essence of the medieval university, especially as heralded by Étienne Gilson. Scholasticism, on Redpath's reading, therefore is an ideal, not a dismissive epithet. We go to schools to gain wisdom from those who know better, which is, at heart, a question of listening with a heart open to truth—docilitas. Redpath's entire oeuvre, in that sense, aims at just this, recovering the commonsense wisdom of shared...
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