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     	 Conflict or Compromise?An Imagined Conversation with John Hicklenton and Lindsay Cooper about Living with Multiple Sclerosis
 
	 John Miers (bio)
 

 
 
 
   This strip is part of an ongoing project using comics to express, conceptualize, and cope with my experience of living with multiple sclerosis (MS). I produced the first installment during a postdoctoral residency in University of the Arts London's Archives and Special Collections Centre at London College of Communication, roughly two years after I was diagnosed with MS. The residency also resulted in the production of an autobiographical comic, So I Guess My Body Pretty Much Hates Me Now, now held in the Wellcome Collection Library, London, and the winner of "Best One-Shot" in the 2020 Broken Frontier awards.
 Rather than attempting to present an unmediated voice and hand as signifiers of confessional truth-telling, this comic adopts graphic languages from work held in the archive to depict episodes from my initial experiences of coping with my diagnosis and symptoms. Placing incidents from my own life into the nonsensically cruel universe of Mark Beyer's Amy & Jordan strips highlights the sense of dislocation and inevitable "why me?" that follows diagnosis. Evoking the ribald underground cartooning and scatological humor of Ivan Brunetti's Schizo #1 allows me to reframe a humiliating incident of loss of continence as a piece of gross-out slapstick. My self-presentation in these strips also mimics the mood of its source material: the "Beyer me" is tentative and fearful, while the "Brunetti me" displays some of the misanthropy of Brunetti's early work.
 In more recent work, I've begun to address more directly my understanding of my still relatively new status as a "disabled" individual, and have incorporated aspects of my archival research that were not reflected in the earlier comic: the experiences and reflections of musician Lindsay Cooper and cartoonist John Hicklenton, both of whom suffered from MS.
 This comic begins with first-person narration, but my fictionalized selves quickly reassert their presence, commenting on and questioning Hicklenton's and Cooper's approaches to disease management, and then engaging them in direct and sometimes confrontational dialogue. Despite the occasionally heated nature of the conversation, I hope that these pages stand as a record of, as Cooper recommends, learning from their experiences and using them to understand what might happen to me. [End Page 25]
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   John Miers John Miers completed his PhD at Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts London (UAL), in 2018. That year he began a postdoctoral residency at UAL's Archives and Special Collections Centre, applying his theoretical work on visual metaphor and depiction to the production of autobiographical comics dealing with his experience of multiple sclerosis. The resulting comic So I Guess My Body Pretty Much Hates Me Now was voted "Best One-Shot" in the 2020 Broken Frontier awards. He is Senior Lecturer in Illustration at Kingston School of Art, and Associate Lecturer at Central Saint Martins.
 
 
 
  works cited
 Beyer, Mark. Amy & Jordan. Pantheon, 2004. Google Scholar
 
 Brunetti, Ivan. Schizo #1. Fantagraphics, 1995. Google Scholar
 
 Cooper, Lindsay. Illustrated Diary. Lindsay Cooper digital archive, #8578. Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections, Cornell University Library, https://digital.library.cornell.edu/catalog/ss:21812011. Google Scholar
 
 Here's Johnny. Directed by Kat Mansoor, Animal Monday, 2008. Google Scholar
 
 
 
  Copyright © 2022 George and Marguerite Simson Biographical Research Center
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Complete Digital Issue for $24.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1529-1456
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0162-4962
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 25-38
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2022-06-03
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	