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• African American English: A Linguistic Introduction (2002) by Lisa Green

• English with an Accent: Language, Ideology, and Discrimination in the United States

(2012) by Rosina Lippi-Green

• Language History, Language Change, and Language Relationship: An Introduction to

Historical and Comparative Linguistics (2009) by Hans Heinrich Hock and Brian D.

Joseph

Additional readings assigned and referenced in lectures come from non-academic sources written 

for a general audience, such as the language-learning website Babbel. Because of the brevity of a 

quarter term, there are no graded exams in the course (a midterm exam would be taken after 4-5 

weeks of content). Students are assessed weekly through homework assignments, and there are 

three “Check Your Understanding” quizzes that cover three weeks’ content each. These online 

Supplementary material for ‘Attracting Black students to linguistics through a Black-centered 
Introduction to Linguistics course’, by Kendra Calhoun, Anne H. Charity Hudley, Mary Bucholtz, 

Jazmine Exford, and Brittney Johnson. Language 97(1).e12–e38, 2021.

Syllabus 

University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) is a mid-size public research institution. 

In Fall 2018, it had a student population of just under 26,000 (23,070 undergraduates, 2,906 

graduates). In 2015 UCSB received Minority Serving Institution status as a Hispanic Serving 

Institution, a federal designation for institutions whose undergraduate populations are at least 25% 

Hispanic/Latinx. At the undergraduate level, UCSB is a majority-minority campus: 36% of 

students are white, 30% are Chicanx/Latinx, 28% Asian/Pacific Islander, 5% Black, and 1% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan.  

Academic standing and courses at UCSB are divided into lower-division (Year 1-2) and 

upper division (Years 3-4). Lower division courses can be taken by students with upper division 

standing, but not vice versa, and most upper division courses have at least one lower division 

course as a prerequisite. Linguistics 20: Language and Linguistics is the lower-division 

introduction to linguistics course required for students in the Linguistics major (with 10 different 

emphases options), Language, Culture & Society major, and the following minors: Linguistics, 

Sociocultural Linguistics, TESOL, Speech and Language Technologies, and Speech-Language 

Sciences and Disorders. There is an introduction to language study course (Language in Life) that 

is also offered, but it does not fulfill the prerequisite course requirements for any upper division 

linguistics course because it is not an introduction to the subfields of linguistics. In addition to 

being a prerequisite for upper division major courses, it is a general education course that fulfills 

a social sciences course requirement for the College of Letter and Sciences and the College of 

Engineering. As a result, the course is offered 2-3 times a year and varies in size with a high end 

of approximately 250 students. Because UCBS is on a quarter system, the course is ten weeks of 

instruction plus final week, and the syllabus included is designed for this ten-week structure. As 

discussed more fully in the article, this version of the course was taught as part of the UCSB-

HBCU Scholars in Linguistics Program, and therefore it was structurally different from the 

standard version. The course was taught online, had fewer than 10 students in each year, and the 

majority of students in the course were not attending UCSB. For UCSB students in the program, 

the course fulfilled the standard requirements.  

The primary textbook for the course is How Languages Work (2018), edited by Carol 

Genetti. The textbook covers a wide range of linguistic subfields and includes profiles of various 

languages studied by contributors to the book; however, it does not cover all the topics that were 

of interest for this course, and some chapters are written in highly technical language and/or 

covered significantly more topics within a unit than we would cover in the course. Therefore, the 

readings for some units are relevant chapters from the following linguistics textbooks: 
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quizzes were low/no stakes assessments that allow students to get immediate feedback on their 

understanding of course concepts. Each quiz is completed in one untimed attempt that students 

may leave and return to within the allotted window of time that the quiz is open (a few days); the 

quizzes are open-notes and open-book, students may work together to complete them, and they are 

graded for completion. Instead of a final exam, students write a proposal for a feasible research 

project that applies linguistics knowledge learned in the course to a topic of interest in their major 

and/or future career that is related to Black language and culture. This essay-based final requires 

students to both demonstrate understanding of linguistic concepts and make connections to other 

disciplines; it also helps students prepare for the independent research projects they have the 

opportunity to conduct as part of the summer research program. 

Lower-division undergraduate courses at UCSB typically meet two to three times a week: 

the full class meets for one or two lectures (one lecture for one hour and fifty minutes or two 

lectures for one hour and fifteen minutes each), and each students is assigned to a once-a-week 

discussion and review section that meets for fifty minutes. This syllabus is for a course that meets 

for two lectures and one section per week. At institutions where the introductory linguistics course 

does not have weekly sections, the topics and activities listed for sections below could be 

incorporated into full-class lectures.  

The course begins with an introductory week that does not include any linguistic analysis; 

instead, the week consists of an introduction to the course itself (e.g., expectations, requirements, 

types of assessments) and an introduction to linguistics as a field of study. Importantly, this 

includes an explicit discussion of how linguistics intersects with other disciplines and why the 

skills and information learned in a linguistics course can be useful in other areas of study and 

various careers. Although this takes away a week of linguistics content (in the narrow sense) in an 

already short term, attracting students from other majors – ones that Black students tend to study 

and more broadly – is an important part of expanding linguistics to make it more inclusive; 

therefore, it is important to make these connections at the beginning of the class so that students 

have this frame of reference while learning linguistic concepts throughout the course. The topics 

covered in Weeks 2 and 3 (discourse, embodiment, lexicon, and morphology) are minimally 

technical and can be easily taught in ways that encourage creative thinking and boost students’ 

confidence in their existing knowledge about language. With discourse and embodiment, in 

particular, they do not require prior linguistic knowledge or language study to understand, and 

students can easily make connections to their own linguistic behaviors or examples they’ve 

encountered in media.  

“Working up to” highly technical and notoriously challenging topics over several weeks 

allows students time to (further) develop analytical skills and figure out strategies for reading, 

notetaking, and review that work for them. Phonetics and phonology are introduced in the second 

half of the course (Weeks 6-8) for these reasons, plus the additional factor that, at the introductory 

level, knowledge of phonetics and phonology is not needed in order to learn about basic 

morphology and syntax (particularly in English). The units on variation, ideology, and change are 

taught immediately after phonetics and phonology in order to demonstrate how this technical 

knowledge can be applied within and outside of linguistics – i.e., why it was important to learn 

this information. Phonetics and phonology were taught in the following order: introduction to the 

International Phonetic Alphabet, English consonants, English vowels, consonants and vowels in 

combination, then phonological patterns. Similar to the first week of class framing the whole 

course, learning about the usefulness of the IPA before attempting to learn the symbols frames the 

larger phonetics unit. Consonants are taught first and separately from vowels because there is less 
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variation in consonant use, so students are able to practice separating spelling and sounds and 

develop the skills of learning the IPA symbols with less concern about the “correct” pronunciation.  

After learning consonants and vowels in isolation, students then practice identifying target sounds 

within words, which acts as a springboard for phonological analysis in the following unit. 

The learning outcomes for the course are as follows (also included in the syllabus below): 

At the end of this course, students will be able to analyze and describe:  

1. The sound systems of English and unfamiliar languages  

2. How English and other languages combine morphemes to create words  

3. Syntactic structures in grammatical data from English and unfamiliar languages  

4. Variation within a single language and the factors that influence it  

5. How speakers use language to convey social information  

Students will also be able to:  

1. Describe the relationship between written, spoken, and embodied discourse  

2. Identify language ideologies and contrast them with linguistic facts  

3. Apply course material to develop ideas for original research projects related to 

linguistics  

 

Achievement of these individual outcomes is measured through the various types of assessments. 

The success of the course overall as an accessible, culturally relevant introduction to linguistics 

and as preparation for the larger research program is assessed through the research proposal essay, 

students’ course evaluations, and students’ research activities after taking the course. In both years 

that the course has been taught, every student successfully wrote a proposal for a research project 

that applied specific course concepts to their areas of interest in appropriate ways. In their 

qualitative evaluations, students wrote that the course presented information that was relevant to 

their lives and reflected their experiences, and that concepts learned in the course have provided a 

new way to understand their own and others’ language practices and beliefs about language. 

Several students who took the course and developed their proposed research projects during the 

summer eventually presented their research at UCSB and/or meetings of national organizations.  
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Linguistics 20: Language and Linguistics 

Course description 

This course is an introduction to the scientific study of language: its sounds, structure, meaning, 

and social functions. We will learn about the core components of language, different methods of 

studying language, and how language is used as a system and social tool by different speech 

communities and social groups. We will analyze languages from around the world, with a focus 

on our own day-to-day language use. 

Learning outcomes 

At the end of this course, students will be able to analyze and describe: 

• The sound systems of English and unfamiliar languages

• How English and other languages combine morphemes to create words

• Syntactic structures in grammatical data from English and unfamiliar languages

• Variation within a single language and the factors that influence it

• How speakers use language to convey social information

Students will also be able to: 

• Describe the relationship between written, spoken, and embodied discourse

• Identify language ideologies and contrast them with linguistic facts

• Apply course material to develop ideas for original research projects related to linguistics

Grading 

Attendance and participation: 35% 

Weekly homework assignments: 30% 

Quizzes: 15%  

Research project proposal: 20% 

Reading materials

Genetti, Carol (ed.). 2018. How Languages Work: An Introduction to Language and Linguistics 

(2nd edition), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  (Abbreviated HLW in the course 

schedule.) 

Textbook companion website: https://hlw.id.ucsb.edu/ 

https://hlw.id.ucsb.edu/
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Course schedule 

Week 1: What is Linguistics? 

This week introduces students to the structure of the course and to linguistics as a field. As part of 

the course introduction, it is important to explicitly discuss instructors’ expectations for student 

participation online (e.g., video, how to indicate they have a question). Included in the introduction 

to linguistics are examples of jobs that apply linguistic knowledge and interdisciplinary 

connections between linguistics and other fields. The primary goal for this week is for students to 

make (new) connections between linguistic subfields and their existing personal and academic 

interests, and this is fostered by a guided discussion of hypothetical research projects. Students 

share questions about language, their career aspirations, and the linguistic subfields that interest 

them most, then work with instructors to craft specific research questions that bring these together. 

Lecture 1: Overview of course structure and expectations 

Lecture 2: Introduction to linguistics as a field of study 

Section: Brainstorming linguistic research projects 

Reading due: HLW 1.1, 1.3 

Assignment #1 due: Student information survey 

Week 2: Discourse, pragmatics, and embodiment 

This week covers the different modalities of communication (i.e., visual, auditory, and embodied), 

language beyond the level of the sentence, and discourse as social action. The lessons largely avoid 

linguistic jargon, and students are introduced to the guiding framework that language is always 

contextualized. The assignment due for this week is an exercise in describing the personal and 

societal significance of language, and the lesson on discourse transcription and analysis 

demonstrates application of content through specific linguistic methodologies. The application 

assignment requires students to explicitly identify and explain how context, embodiment, and other 

relevant concepts inform the audience’s understanding of a stand-up comedy routine. (This 

assignment is available in the supplementary materials.) 

Lecture 1: Pragmatics, types of context, AAE discourse genres 

Lecture 2: Embodiment, sign languages 

Section: Transcription examples, discourse analysis methods 

Reading due: Green (2002) “Speech events and rules of interaction in AAE”

Assignment due: Essay response: How has language been significant in your life? 

Week 3: Lexicon and morphology 

This week covers lexical categories and word structure, primarily (but not exclusively) in English. 

A discussion of slang builds on the Week 2 discussion of context-specific meaning and provides 

some of the examples for the overview of lexical categories that exist in English. The lesson on 

lexical categories covers structural and syntactic features of words in the same category as 

preparation for Week 4. Students complete the lexical categories word list assignment for the 

second lecture of the week so that they have already reflected on English word structure and have 
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additional examples to draw on during the discussion of morphemes. (This assignment is available 

in the supplementary materials.) 

Lecture 1: Lexicon, AAE slang, lexical categories 

*Due for Lecture 2: Lexical categories word list

Lecture 2: Types of morphemes, English affixes  

Section: Identifying lexical categories and morphemes 

Reading due: HLW 5 (pp. 100-114), 4.1-4.2 (pp. 72-80) 

Assignment due: Transcription and analysis of stand-up comedy excerpt 

Week 4: Morphology and syntax 

This week covers the relationship between morphology and syntax and gives a simple overview 

of how this can vary across languages and varieties of the same language. As part of the first 

lesson, students collaboratively complete a simple problem set for a non-English language, which 

assesses their conceptual understanding of morphemes without native speaker intuition. The 

second lesson focuses exclusively on morphological and syntactic features that are unique to 

African American English, which Black language and also demonstrates variation within U.S. 

English. 

Lecture 1: Morphology-syntax interface in English and other languages 

Lecture 2: Morphosyntactic features in AAE 

Section: review tense, aspect, English verbal system 

Reading due: HLW 6.1-6.3 (pp.119-138) 

Assignment due: Identifying morphemes in English and other languages 

Check Your Understanding quiz #1: Covers weeks 1-3 

Week 5: English Syntax 

This week builds on the content of Weeks 3-4 and covers English syntactic structure. It closely 

follows the syntactic categories described in the section of How Languages Work assigned for this 

week. Syntax trees are introduced as a strategy for visualizing the hierarchical relationship of 

constituents, but they are secondary to the conceptual understandings of morphology and syntax 

as the subfields have been covered up to this point. 

Lecture 1: Identifying constituents in English 

Lecture 2: Clause types and sentences in English 

Section: Syntax trees as visual representations of constituent structure 

Reading due: HLW 6.4-6.5 (pp. 138-145)  

Assignment due: Conceptual review questions and practice analyses 

Week 6: Introduction to the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 
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This week introduces the International Phonetic Alphabet and covers English consonants. Before 

learning any of the IPA symbols, students learn about the IPA’s practical applications in 

linguistics and related fields. Students practice separating orthography and IPA by learning the 

IPA symbols for English consonants. To make sound-symbol relationships easier to remember, 

students create their own lists of memorable key words for each English consonant sound. 

Lecture 1: What is the IPA and why is it useful? 

Lecture 2: English consonants in the IPA 

Section: Practice with IPA consonants  

Reading due:  

Babbel: The eccentric history of English spelling  

(https://www.babbel.com/en/magazine/the-eccentric-history-of-english-spelling-and-why-its-so-

difficult)  

Babbel: What is the IPA?  

(https://www.babbel.com/en/magazine/what-is-the-international-phonetic-alphabet/) 

Assignment due: Identifying syntactic constituents and clauses in English 

Week 7: IPA vowels 

This week covers English vowels in the IPA. Following the same model for the word lists in 

Week 6, students create their own lists of memorable words that contain the English vowels they 

are learning. Because of the greater variation of vowel pronunciations relative to consonants, 

having students create their own word lists reinforces the practice of transcribing what one hears 

or says rather than an imagined “correct” pronunciation. 

Lecture 1: English vowels in the IPA 

*Due for lecture 2: Create your own IPA vowel word list

Lecture 2: Variation in vowel production in varieties of English 

Section: Practice with IPA vowels 

Reading due: HLW 2.1-2.3 (pp.26-37) 

Assignment due: Create your own IPA consonant word list 

Check Your Understanding Quiz #2: Covers weeks 4-6 

Week 8: Phonetics and phonology 

This week reviews the IPA and covers basic phonological patterns in English. In Weeks 6-7, 

students transcribe only vowels or consonants, respectively; this week they practice transcribing 

whole words with both. Similar to Week 4, the first lesson covers common phonological patterns 

in English, and the second lesson covers patterns unique to African American English as a way to 

center Black language and demonstrate variation within U.S. English. The application assignment 

for this week requires students to transcribe select words from a song in IPA based on their own 

pronunciation and the pronunciation of the artist; it is a practice in basic transcription and exposure 

to English phonological variation. (This assignment is available in the supplementary materials.) 

https://www.babbel.com/en/magazine/the-eccentric-history-of-english-spelling-and-why-its-so-difficult
/Users/kendra/Documents/UCSB/Manuscripts/LING%2020%20/What%20is%20the%20IPA
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Lecture 1: Transcribing consonants and vowels together; phonological patterns in English 

*Due for lecture 2: practice transcribing “tricky” words in IPA

Lecture 2: Phonological patterns in AAE 

Section: Practical applications of phonetics and phonology 

Reading due: HLW 3 (pp. 49-67); Green (2002): 4.2-4.4 (pp. 107-119), 4.6.1-4.6.2 (pp.121-

123) 

Assignment due: Conceptual review questions and practice analysis problems  

Week 9: Language variation and ideologies 

This week covers variation between varieties of English in the U.S. and around the world and 

contrasts common beliefs about language variation with the linguistic facts that students have 

learned. The first lesson gives examples of the linguistic features that can vary and the non-

linguistic characteristics with which variation patterns. The second lesson centers around standard 

language ideology and how it shapes the ways we perceive language variation and speakers of 

various backgrounds. To demonstrate the prevalence of standard language ideology, students write 

a short essay answering questions about others’ perceptions of their speech and their own beliefs 

about certain language practices. 

Lecture 1: Phonological, morphosyntactic, and lexical variation in English 

Lecture 2: Standard language ideology and language attitudes 

Section: Debunking linguistic stereotypes 

Reading due:  Lippi-Green (2012):The standard language myth (pp. 55-65); 

HLW Language Profile 11: African American English (pp. 562-576) 

Assignment due: “Translating” song lyrics into IPA  

Week 10: Language change and contact 

This week covers language change as a natural phenomenon that contributes to the language 

variation covered in Week 9. The first lesson covers various motivations and processes of language 

change (e.g., sound change, language policy). The second lesson focuses on language contact as a 

catalyst for language change and centers on African American English and pidgins and creoles of 

the African diaspora. In the last class meeting of the quarter, students present their ideas for their 

research project proposal, which provides an opportunity for feedback before developing their 

final version. 

Lecture 1: Processes of language change 

Lecture 2: Language contact and origins of AAE 

Section: Research project proposal feedback session 

Reading due: Hock & Joseph (2009): 3-18

Assignment due: Language ideologies self-assessment essay 

Check Your Understanding quiz #3: Covers weeks 7-9 
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Finals week 

Assignment due: Proposal for a linguistics-oriented research project that applies course 

concepts to your academic areas of interest and/or career goals and is related to Black language 

and culture. 

 

 




