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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
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 	 Selected Poems / Rogha Dánta by Máirtín Ó Direáin
 
	 Daniela Theinová
 

 
 
 Selected Poems / Rogha Dánta, by Máirtín Ó Direáin, edited and translated by Frank Sewell (Winston-Salem, NC: Wake Forest University Press, 2020, 288 p., paperback, $16.95)
 
   Recognized as the father of modern poetry in the Irish language, Máirtín Ó Direáin (1910–88) is now for the first time introduced to the American reader, in a bilingual selection edited and translated by Frank Sewell. In addition to marking a decisive step in the international reception of this highly acclaimed author, the publication of Selected Poems / Rogha Dánta by Wake Forest University Press contributes to a string of events over the past ten years aimed at a twenty-first-century revaluation of Ó Direáin's work. Marking the 110th anniversary of the poet's birth, Sewell's extensive new selection (first published in 2018 by Cló Iar-Chonnacht in Ireland) presents a considerable number of poems that were not included in the original bilingual edition of Ó Direáin's work from 1984, [End Page 145] edited and translated into English by Tomás Mac Síomóin and Douglas Sealy. Alongside Na Dánta (Poems), an expanded edition of Ó Direáin's collected poems in Irish, published in 2010 and edited by Eoghan Ó hAnluain, and a representative selection from 2018 of the author's prose and critical work, edited by Síobhra Aiken, it provides us with a more comprehensive bibliography than the sources available to the poet's contemporaries and in the decades immediately following his death.
 Despite his undisputed position as one of the key figures of twentieth-century Irish literature and the commanding tone of many of his poems, Ó Direáin is best understood as a poet of contradictions. Born on the largest of the Aran Islands off the western coast of County Galway—a region where Irish was spoken exclusively in the poet's youth and still is the main language to this day—Ó Direáin left for the mainland in his late teens to eventually settle down in Dublin, where he worked in the state administration. Although he engaged in the city's cultural and literary life, the deepest fissure in his work runs between the idealized memory of the island of his youth and the hostile modern metropolis. Over time, the contrast between the two settings evolved into a staple feature of Ó Direáin's writing and a shorthand for his poetic self-fashioning. Yet both the island and the city are multivalent, fluid concepts. In works from the poet's early and middle career, his birthplace represents an imaginative anchor, linked with the permanence of the granite landscape and opposed to the city's shallow consumerism:
   Coinneod féin an t-oileánSeal eile i mo dhán,Toisc a ionraice atáCloch, carraig is trá.
 
 
 
   I myself will keep the islandA while longer in my poemFor the sheer integrityOf stone, rock and strand.
 "Ionracas" (Integrity)
 
 
 Later on, however, in poems such as "Deireadh Ré" (End of an Era) and "Berkeley" (Berkeley), the polarity is reversed so that the romanticized island is shown to be an illusion, whereas the city's sterile, concrete reality prevails. Juxtaposed with the futile, bureaucratic drudgery of the city folk, the battle of the islanders with the elements is alternately construed as heroic and devastating and thus allows Ó Direáin to comment on the dwindling population in the Gaeltacht (Irish-speaking) areas, and by extension the current social and cultural politics.
 But even if the contrast between the island and the city provided Ó Direáin with a central productive tension, the two milieus are associated with the sense of exclusion and detachment characteristic of poets and exiles, and inevitable whenever these experiences combine. Endowed with great elasticity, the "narrow, wind-scoured island" ("An sceirdoileán cúng": "Árainn 1947" [Aran 1947]) [End Page 146] is called on to fill the void of the exiled poet's heart while it also denotes his guilt over having left it in his youth and thus contributed to its figurative death.
 In many places, the theme of exile...
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