
© 2019 by Katie Welch and Marco Shappeck. LING2050 Syllabus. This document is made available under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial License 4.0 (international): http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ 

SYLLABUS for Language of Now 

LING 2050.XXX: The Language of Now (3 Hrs) 

Department of Linguistics School of Education 

Instructor Name: 

Office Location: 

Office Phone: 

Email Address: 

Office Hours (in-person): 

Classroom Location:  

Class Meeting Days & Times: 

Course Catalog 
Description: 

Explores the relationship between pop culture, technology, and language change. Examines the 
linguistic significance of new technologies such as texting, gaming, IM, and social networking. 

Prerequisites: None 

Required Text: Selected readings and handouts posted on Canvas 

Course Goals or Overview: The goals of this course are as follows - 

The aim of this course is to explore the relationship between culture, technology, and language use. To achieve this goal, 
students will connect academic linguistics to the everyday use of the English language around them, as well as to relevant social 
and educational questions. The course materials and modules provide them with the tools to make these connections to explore 
their own questions about English, to understand more fully the language they see and hear every day.   

Learning Objectives/Outcomes: At the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1 Summarize sociolinguistic readings and synthesize information learned in a variety of written genres (e.g. persuasive 
essay, argumentative essay, electronic communication) (Written Communication) 

2 Describe the issues involved in defining and identifying “correct” English (Critical Thinking) 

3 Evaluate online language sources of varying degrees of credibility and triangulate information found therein (Critical 
Thinking) 

4 Critically examine one’s own attitudes and beliefs about diverse speech communities and cultures (Social 
Responsibility) 

5 Systematically analyze others’ assumptions about linguistic attitudes in various social contexts (Social Responsibility) 

6 Weigh ethical language issues when presented in a complex, multilayered (grey) context and identify cross-
relationships among the issues (Personal responsibility)  

7 Create an organized oral presentation to convey historical linguistic information from triangulated inquiry (Oral 
Communication) 

Online/Hybrid Course Outline 
This schedule is subject to change by the instructor.  Any changes to this schedule will be communicated in class  
or via class email or Canvas announcement. Additional readings and activities may be added, these will be noted 
in the Readings and Activities/Assignments sections. 

Date Topic(s) Activities Point Value Due Date 

Week 1: Introduction to LING2050 

Ag XX – Sep XX Syllabus Module #1A 20 points Wed Aug XX @ midnight 

Selfies Module #1B 40 points Sun Sep XX @ midnight 

Week 2: Language Variation 

Supplemental material for ‘Linguistics in general education: Expanding linguistics course offerings through 
core competency alignment’, by Katie Welch and Marco Shappeck. Language 96(2).e59–e76, 2020.
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Sep XX - XX Regional Dialects Module #2A 20 points Wed Sep XX @ midnight 

Folk Linguistics Module #2B 40 points 
(Includes Video 

Discussion Board) 

Sun Sep XX @ midnight 

Week 3: Language & Identity 

Sep XX - XX Social Class Module #3A 20 points 
+ 

VDB Response Due  
(5 points) 

Wed Sep XX  @ midnight 

Sociolect Module #3B 40 points Sun Sep XX  @ midnight 

Week 4: Language & Group Membership 

Sep XX - XX Slang Module #4A 20 points Wed Sep XX  @ midnight 

Jargon Module #4B 40 points Sun Sep XX  @ midnight 

Week 5: Grammar  

Sep XX - XX Grammar Module #5A 20 points Wed Sep XX  @ midnight 

Language Discrimination Module #5B 40 points 
(includes Video 

Discussion Board) 

Sun Sep XX  @ midnight 

Week 6: Language Prestige  

Oct XX - XX Prestige Module #6A 20 points 
+ 

VDB Response Due  
(5 points) 

Wed Oct XX @ midnight 

Descriptivism Module #6B 40 points Sun Oct XX  @ midnight 

Week 7: Language Evaluations 

Oct XX - XX Prescriptivism Module #7A 20 points 
 

Wed Oct XX @ midnight 

Gatekeepers Module #7B 40 points Sun Oct XX @ midnight 

Week 8: Language and Technology 

Oct XX - XX 
 

Texting: Evidence Module #8A 20 points Wed Oct XX @ midnight 

Texting: Taking Sides Module #8B 40 points Sun Oct XX  @ midnight 

Week 9: Etymology 

Oct XX  - XX 
 

OED Module #9A 20 points Wed Oct XX  @ midnight 

Triangulation in Research Module #9B 40 points Sun Oct XX  @ midnight 

Week 10: Language Change 

Oct XX – Nov XX Neologisms Module #10A 20 points Wed Oct XX  @ midnight 
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Emoji Module #10B 40 points Sun Nov XX  @ midnight 

Week 11: Language Contact 

Nov XX - XX Lexical Borrowings Module #11A 20 points Wed Nov XX @ midnight 

Borrowing from Other 
Languages 

Module #11B 40 points Sun Nov XX  @ midnight 

Week 12: The History of English 

Nov XX - XX History of English: Timeline Module #12A 20 points Wed Nov XX  @ midnight 

History of English: 
Presentations 

Module #12B 40 points Sun Nov XX  @ midnight 

Week 13: English: Then & Now 

Nov XX - XX History of English:  
Looking Back 

Module #13A 20 points Wed Nov XX @ midnight 

History of English:  
Looking Forward 

Module #13B 40 points Sun Nov XX @ midnight 

Week 14: Texting: LOL 

Nov XX – Dec XX  Citation and Data Presentation Module #14A 20 points Wed Nov XX @ midnight 

LOL: Pragmatic Particle? Module #14B 40 points 
(Includes Video 

Discussion Board) 

Sun Dec XX  @ midnight 

Week 15: Wrap-Up 

Dec XX – XX History and Future of LOL Module #15A/B 40 points 
+  

VDB Response Due  
(5 points) 

Wed Dec XX @ midnight 

LOL Essay due during Finals Week by Wednesday, Dec XX @ midnight 

 

 
Course Evaluation Methods 

 

Course Evaluation Methods: This course will utilize the following instruments to determine student grades and 
proficiency of the learning outcomes for the course. 
 

• Online Assignments –written online assignments in the form of discussion board posts, mini-essays, 
worksheets, etc.  
 

• Online Quizzes –designed to measure knowledge of presented course material 
 

• Video Discussion Board  - designed to allow students to present their own viewpoint on course material and 
respond to other students’ perspectives; requires that students create short videos of themselves and upload 
them to the Flipgrid App. Video Discussion Board points are built-in to end-of-week assignments and are due on 
Sunday night in Weeks 2, 5, 6, and 14. Students have until the following Wednesday evening to respond to their 
classmates’ videos. See course modules for details.   
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• LOL Essay– 4-5 page double-spaced essay that addresses the history, current meaning, and future of LOL. Due 
during finals week.  
 

Each week of the 16-week course, two (2) graded assignments are due. One online assignment/quiz will be due every 
Wednesday at midnight. Another online assignment/quiz will be due every Sunday night at midnight. The modules are 
described below:  
 

Module 1A asks you to explore our Canvas site and to review the syllabus for the course. Once you feel confident 
in your understanding of the information, you will be asked to take a brief quiz to assess your learning. 

 
Module 1B will ask you to post a brief self-introduction to both a video discussion board and a written discussion 
Board. You will also be asked to interact with your classmates in the written discussion board format. 

 
Module 2A explores some of the current research and applications of the study of regional dialects. You will 
watch a video lecture and take a quiz to assess your understanding.  
 
Module 2B will ask you to interview three informants about where they believe correct English is spoken and to 
summarize and analyze their responses. 

 
Module 3A involves watching a lecture on how social classes are categorized in the U.S. and how advertisers 
cater to specific demographics using class-specific language. You will take a quiz based on the lecture content.  
 
Module 3B asks you to collect data from your recent text messages, present the data visually in a chart, and to 
analyze whether you e-laugh similar to others based on your personal demography. 
 
Module 4A contrasts the concept of jargon with a similar language concept—slang. You learn the definitions of 
slang, jargon, and shibboleth and will take a quiz on this information.  
 
Module 4B involves your researching jargon that pertains to your own future profession and identifying some 
shibboleths that serve as in-group markers within your field of study. You will write a summary of the sources you 
used, an analysis of the jargon identified, and a conjecture of how these terms developed.  

 
Module 5A presents evidence that all dialects are rule-governed and that they go beyond just using different 
words for the same concept. We introduce the idea of linguistic discrimination towards various dialects and look 
closely at Appalachian English. You will take a quiz based on information learned in this module.  
 

Module 5B examines the role that linguistic discrimination played in the high-profile trial. You will be asked to 
reflect on the ethical issues relevant to the various stakeholders (lawyers, transcribers, witnesses) and to present 
an oral presentation explaining your perspective. 

 
Module 6A defines and gives examples of overt and covert prestige in languages. You will take a quiz at the end 
of this module. 
 
Module 6B asks that you listen to a podcast about the phrase “between you and me” and apply information 
learned about prescriptivism and descriptivism to your own philosophy on language change.  

 
Module 7A presents commonly confused prescriptive grammar rules in English. You will take a quiz assessing 
your understanding of these rules.  
 
Module 7B requires 1) that you identify prescriptive grammar rules used in a popular music video, 2) that you 
describe the rule, and 3) that you evaluate the level of prescriptiveness of the reference sources you used to 
complete the assignment.  

 
Module 8A reviews various communicative "norms" for giving compliments, emailing, and texting, evaluates the 
communicative purpose of various technologies, and compares to past technologies. Your learning is assessed 
via a quiz.  
 
Module 8B gives you a bibliography of sources, some of which believe texting is harming English and some that 
believe it’s helping. You will evaluate these sources for credibility and write a persuasive essay in which you pick 
a side and provide anecdotal and empirical evidence to support your position. 
 
Module 9A introduces the Oxford English Dictionary and explores its purpose and usefulness. You will take a 
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quiz based on this information.  
 
Module 9B is a virtual scavenger hunt for the origin of a popular slang term. You will take on the role of a 
lexicographer and will need to summarize evidence, evaluate sources of varying degree of credibility, and 
synthesize this information in an oral presentation with your boss as the intended audience. 
 
Module 10A provides an overview of the ways in which new words enter the English language. In the short 
answer quiz, you will given a neologism (new word) in English and identify by which process the word was 
formed.  
 
Module 10B presents evidence supporting the notion that emoji have entered the English language via the 
borrowing process. You will take a quiz based on the information learned in this module.  
 
Module 11A provides greater depth about linguistic borrowing and establishes some basic terminology and 
concepts related to the subject. The module concludes with a quiz.  
 
Module 11B requires that you research some of the English loanwords that resulted from that linguistic borrowing 
and language contact. Based on your research you will conjecture when and why this language contact occurred.  
 
Module 12A asks that you research the date and language of origin for a set of borrowed terms. Based on the 
information learned, you will complete a fill-in-the-blank paragraph that details the history of the English language 
from its inception to present day.  
 
Module 12B gives you a list of borrowed words and asks that you create an infographic to display the history of 
your selected word.  
 
Module 13A presents the full history of the English language by way of each of the languages that English has 
had contact with since its inception. A quiz assesses understanding of this information.  
 
Module 13B considers the possible futures of the English language based on its history. A quiz concludes this 
module.  
 
Module 14A gives information about the changing meaning of the texting abbreviation LOL as an example of 
language change.  
 
Module 14B asks that you examine three recent text conversations where you used LOL and compare your 
usage to typical discourse maker functions. You will present the data in the form of a written analysis constructed 
in linguistics style.  
 
Module 15A goes over some end-of-semester housekeeping issues related to the final LOL essay.  
 
Module 15B assigns each student a specific resource to review. Student must summarize the article with a 
proper in-text citation and full reference.  

 
 

Grading Matrix 
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Instrument Weight 

Mid-week assignment (i.e. A modules) 
(20 points each x 14 assignments) 

 

280 pts 

End-of-week assignment (i.e. B modules) 
(40 points each x 15 assignments) 

  

600 pts 

Video Discussion Board Responses 
(5 points each x 4 assignments) 

20 points 

LOL Essay 
(1 assignment x 100 points) 

100 pts 

Total: 1000 pts 

 

Grade Determination: 
 

A = 900-1000 pts;  
B = 800-890 pts;  
C = 700-790 pts; 
D = 600-690 pts 

F = less than 600 pts 

 
 

 




