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Grazing and Growing: Developing Disciples through Contextualized Worship Arts in Mozambique. By Megan Meyers. American Society of
Missiology Monograph Series 33. Eugene: Pickwick Publications,
2018. 183 pp.
Even though the churches in Africa have been experiencing phenomenal growth in the past decades, scholars have paid little or no
attention to the contribution of music to church growth. This book
focuses on the worship culture among people of Beira, Mozambique. The author is an ethnomusicologist who has worked with
WorldVenture Mozambique since 2009. This book explores how
indigenous hymnology and culturally appropriate worship impact
the life and ministry of local congregations. It also explores ways in
which local congregations can “expand the songwriting workshop
model for enhancing culturally appropriate worship” (3).
The author conducted qualitative research involving twelve evangelical churches in and around the city of Beira, Mozambique. Her
work has three parts comprising seven chapters. In the first part
the initial chapter gives background information on the twelve
churches and identifies the research methods used in the study. The
second chapter deals with the theoretical framework for analyzing
the research questions, while the third chapter discusses the qualitative research design and method utilized, such as participant observations, interviews, and collection of frequently sung songs.
The second section presents findings and data analysis.The author
notes that in current worship practice there is a “lack of teaching
and practice of contextualized worship arts in Beira churches” (8).
Thereafter, she analyses her findings on the impact of “noncontexualized” worship on churches in this region.
The third part describes the experimental method used for the
study and includes an assessment of the results. An indigenous songwriting workshop was used to stimulate change in worship practice
in Beira churches. Here the author detailed “the impact of applied
contextual worship arts on the development of church ministry and
mission” (103).

12 2

LU T H E RA N QUA RT E R LY

This book gives a positive description without indicating some
of the dangers that are behind the process of contextualization.
Contextualization is important, as it is a way through which the
gospel can infiltrate each society by taking on the language and
forms that will enable local people to understand and embrace it
without alienating themselves from their own culture. However, if
not carefully utilized, this process also incurs the risk of distorting or
compromising the gospel itself.
This book may prove a useful resource for musicians, songwriters, and theologians in Africa and beyond. It has an extensive and
up-to-date bibliography that is cited throughout the book. It offers
practical ways for some African churches, particularly those which
are highly dependent on western hymns, to develop their own worship practices. It is also a valuable contribution to the growing field
of ethnomusicology, particularly in the African context.
Concordia University
Samuel Yonas Deressa
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Staupitz, theologischer Lehrer Luthers. Neue Quellen—bleibende Erkenntnisse. By Lothar Graf zu Dohna and Richard Wetzel. Spätmittelalter,
Humanismus, Reformation vol. 105.Tübingen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2018.
xii + 392 pp.
As editors of the collected works of Staupitz (1979–2001), these
two scholars have participated in the extensive examination of the
theology of Luther’s Augustinian superior and mentor, Johannes
von Staupitz, over the past half century. In this volume they edit
sources relating to the case of Stephan Agricola (Castenpawr), a follower of Luther whom Cardinal Matthäus Lang placed under arrest
in Salzburg in 1522 on charges of heresy. Staupitz, as a trusted counselor of Lang and by that time abbot of a Benedictine monastery in
Salzburg, composed an analysis of the charges against Agricola, in
which he did not fully exonerate Agricola but placed his ideas in
context. This analysis is edited with the high competence the two
long-time editors bring to the task. In addition, they offer well-
annotated texts from twenty-three other manuscripts that relate to

