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prison, rather than a state level resolution and procedure. The 1970s saw a nationwide interest in 
increasing and expanding criminalization of drug possession and paraphernalia. Bonds explores 
the unevenness of racial minority and geographic patterns of incarceration, as well as the increase 
in prisons within the state. Similar to Norton’s examination of prisons-as-development in New 
York, Wisconsin faced comparable circumstances. 
 The book provides an extensive collective framework for readers of various disciplines or 
studies: historians, sociologists, geographers, criminologists, law enforcement personnel, human 
rights advocates, etc. As each chapter offers an additional perspective of expertise in carceral 
histories, the spectrum of viewpoints is quite vast. In truth, before reading it, I would have known 
logically that there is a prison network alive today because of centuries of incarceration practices 
and locations. However, I was enthralled by the unique pieces of in-depth information provided 
in each chapter. At times, it took some reflection on how some of the chapters fit together. Yet, 
learning about varied subjects such as soundscapes, prison museums, Shakers, and the network 
or web of punishment in time, space, and place, made this book hard to put down. The wealth of 
perspectives is its strength, and it offers a multitude of topics that one could research, all related 
to historic, spatial, and temporal carceral geography. The text would be applicable in a higher 
education classroom environment, a museum professionals workshop, a cultural competence or 
social services training, and more. 

Virginia James
South Dakota State University

  

Liquid Landscape: Geography and Settlement at the Edge of Early America. MICHELE CURRIE 
NAVAKAS. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018. Pp. 248, maps, illustrations, 
notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth. ISBN 9780812249569. $49.94 ebook ISBN 9780812294422.

 In this provocative literary and cartographic history focused on antebellum Florida, 
Michele Currie Navakas effectively employs a geographic lens to explore notions of empire, 
nationhood, and belonging. Liquid Landscape draws on a wide variety of sources to show that 
early Florida was conceived as a realm of shifting and uncertain topography, thus confounding 
the very concept of solid ground on which early U.S. conceptions of settlement, possession and 
empire were based. North America’s southernmost peninsula, then, provides an intriguing case 
study for re-examining the U.S. expansionist imperative of manifest destiny, rooted as it was in 
an ideal of taking possession of contiguous continental territory through agricultural settlement. 
 Navakas argues that acceptance of Florida’s impermanent geography – in both literature 
and maps – challenged the manifest destiny narrative, and she credits early writing about Florida 
with “exposing how some of the nation’s most politically significant concepts of self, nation, and 
empire rested on assumptions that were as contingent as its topography” (p. 3). Furthermore, she 
concludes, important literary works set in or near Florida have been overlooked for the role they 
played in conjuring alternate methods of “taking root” at a time when American national identity 
was yet in a formative stage. 
 Drawing on recent scholarship that takes spaces of imperial periphery seriously, Liquid 
Landscape uses Florida’s environmental and cultural geography to illustrate the many contingencies 
that necessarily develop at the margins of imperial territory. The book also participates in a 
broader rethinking of settler colonialism, which recognizes displacement-through-settlement 
as the essential vehicle through which imperial technologies and cultures are developed and 
deployed. Navakas offers Florida as a compelling case for scholars in both of these areas to 
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consider, given that the peninsula was peripheral to multiple European empires over time and 
also served as a site of refuge, haven, and settlement for various cultural groups in its long history 
between Spanish contact and the U.S. Civil War. 
 Liquid Landscape moves easily between a variety of source materials – settlers’ guides, 
captivity narratives, military account, woodcuts, lithographs, maps, natural histories, adventure 
stories, geodetic surveys, and canonical works of literature. Each chapter focuses on a few key 
sources and provides extensive historical context to guide the reader to a critical understanding 
often at odds with how these pieces have previously been understood. Although the book is 
deeply historical, it is organized not chronologically but rather geographically, with each chapter 
devoted to a specific form of shifting landscape. This organizational scheme effectively emphasizes 
Navakas’s key point that antebellum notions of Florida’s “topographic instability, geographic 
indeterminacy, and demographic fluidity” (p. 15) undermined the continental ideal of America in 
important ways. 
 Chapter 1 begins with the first British survey of Florida, which cartographically 
acknowledged the indeterminacy of Florida’s topography – estuaries, marshes, sinks, springs, 
and shores – yet presented the shifting landscape nonetheless as territory that could be claimed. 
Later visitors, including Audubon, Bartram, and Cushing, built on this early construction, using 
Florida’s landscapes to explore concepts of rootedness, possession, and belonging in relation to 
settlement and national identity. 
 Chapter 2 also begins with cartographic representation, noting how frequently Florida 
was presented not as a coherent peninsula but rather as a collection of islands, inlets, and shoals. 
Navakas argues that the long endurance of these depictions, even after detailed survey had 
shown Florida’s peninsula was mainly contiguous, indicates broad acceptance of the region’s 
indeterminate boundaries, fluid connections to the Caribbean, and defiance of settlement norms. 
 Chapter 3 focuses on Florida’s harbors, keys, reefs and gulfs, recounting popular fiction 
that used these settings to define Florida as a “wrecker empire” in which robust flows of commerce 
were both enabled and endangered. South Florida’s proximity to other Caribbean and Gulf ports, 
for example, was an important source of wealth production both in the British colonial era and 
in the U.S. territorial era. Underwater topographies presented perilous challenges to these flows, 
however, giving significant power to those in the wrecking/salvaging trade whose environmental 
knowledge could account for shifting geographies. Navakas notes that popular fiction depicted 
military approaches – building massive forts on tiny yet strategically located islands – as 
nonsensical, yet lionized wreckers’ mode of “floating” along the reef as a more effective form of 
possession and belonging.
 Chapters 4 and 5 turn attention to the shifting cultural geographies of Florida. Chapter 
4 focuses on marronage in the swamps, savannas, and hammocks of the Everglades. Navakas 
examines military reports, maps, and captivity narratives that portrayed the ’Glades “as territory 
that defies U.S. experience and understanding, while sustaining other populations” (p. 92) who 
actively resisted incorporation into the nation. These populations included indigenous groups like 
the Creeks (later called Seminoles) as well as Africans who escaped slavery in the American South 
or elsewhere in the Caribbean before migrating to Florida to found independent communities. 
Rather than simply denying or erasing these non-white peoples’ presence, Navakas shows, 
military accounts presented the landscape of the Everglades as a site of non-white control, giving 
the landscape itself credit for the US army’s failure’s and the enemy’s success. Non-military works 
used traditions of early American literature to imagine what these non-Americans’ lives were 
like, often giving them agency to interact with other groups outside the region and to “pursue 
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experiences, economic activities, and roles unavailable to them anywhere else in North America” 
(p. 95). Chapter 5 looks at white Anglo settler narratives from central and northern Florida, 
showing many ways they rejected standard notions of possession and knowledge. 
 In a short coda, Navakas ties these landscapes together, presenting literary and 
cartographic Florida as an exceptional space in the antebellum period, “a place where land 
and water change places with little warning, dissolving homes and communities along with 
concepts of land, boundaries, and foundations — yet thereby encouraging modes of root-
taking that would not elsewhere emerge” (pp. 156-157). This central premise is well supported 
throughout the book, although it sometimes renders Florida through an overly exceptional and 
environmentally deterministic lens. The reader may wonder why no comparative reference is 
made, even in a cursory way, to the bayous of Louisiana, where many of the same marshy, insular, 
and noncontiguous landscapes presented similar challenges to the Spanish, French, British 
and later American colonial settlers. This critique notwithstanding, Liquid Landscape makes an 
important intervention by revealing the clear variability and contingency of antebellum notions 
of belonging, nationhood, and empire. It will be of wide interest to scholars of empire, early 
America, historical geography, and the narration thereof through literature and maps.

Maria Lane
University of New Mexico

  

After the Map: Cartography, Navigation, and the Transformation of Territory in the Twentieth Century. 
WILLIAM RANKIN. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016. Pp. vii+398, color and b&w 
figures, notes. $55.00 hardcover, ISBN 978-0226339368. $10.00 to $55.00 e-book, ISBN 978-
0226339535.

 It is common now to see bumper stickers, T-shirts, and souvenir memorabilia with 
the outline of a US state and some sentimental slogan, such as the shape of Oregon with the 
label “Home,” or Illinois with a heart superimposed over Chicago. They testify to the way that 
cartographic representations of territory still produce an imagination of the world as a system 
of discrete geographic places to which individuals and communities might belong. Yet in 
almost every modern form of mapping, from the pixels of Landsat imagery to the millions of 
GPS navigation routes traced out daily on smartphone screens, space is not at all a mosaic of 
interlocking territories with distinct shapes, but rather a geocoded matrix of numerical coordinates 
marking out points and relations in a mathematical system that sweeps effortlessly over political 
and physical borders. In William Rankin’s ambitious book After the Map, he explains how this 
shift in mapping practices not only tracked the geopolitical and technical transformations of the 
twentieth century, but also dramatically reordered our basic conceptions of spatiality as well.
 Rankin describes his task as an investigation of “geo-epistemology”—a history of 
knowledge which emphasizes “the importance—and the unavoidability—of tools” (p. 2). 
Cartographic and surveying instruments, along with the particular types of information 
structures which grow around them, are therefore the prime movers of this story. But tools and 
knowledge systems are certainly not neutral actors, and so the major motivating question of the 
book grows from a debate familiar to geographers: what are the relationships between geography, 
territory, networks, state sovereignty, and the material and immaterial flows of globalization? 
Rankin acknowledges his indebtedness to a proposition from critical geographers: cartographic 
representation must be scrutinized as a process which yields “a constant reaffirmation of certain 


