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  [Access article in PDF]  Book Review 
  The Miracles of St. Artemios:
 A Collection of Miracle Stories by an Anonymous Author of Seventh-Century Byzatium 
 
 
  The Miracles of St. Artemios: A Collection of Miracle Stories by an Anonymous Author of Seventh-Century Byzatium. Translated by Virgil S. Crisafulli. Annotated by V. S. Crisafulli and John W. Nesbitt with introduction by J. W. Nesbitt. Supplemented by a Reprinted Greek Text and an Essay by John F. Haldon. [The Medieval Mediterranean: Peoples, Economies, and Cultures, 400-1453, Volume 13.] (Leiden: E. J. Brill. 1997. Pp. xxi, 319. $115.50.)   This volume with translation of the miracles of St. Artemios is a most valuable contribution to the study of seventh-century Byzantine life and culture. The translation not only complements studies on the miracles of the saint and his cult produced by C. Mango, L. Rydén, A. Dufourcq, and J. Grosdidier de Matons, but also provides the student of Byzantine history and philology with new perspectives and tools by which to study Byzantine culture. The book is divided into five sections, beginning with a translator's preface by Dr. Crisafulli discussing the internal literary structure of the miracles. An introduction proper follows by Dr. Nesbitt focusing on the historical and literary tradition surrounding the saint, as well as evidence regarding his cult site, devotees, and devotional practices. Next, a supplementary essay by Dr. Haldon places in context the miracles of St. Artemios in relation to contemporary Byzantine society and attitudes. The main section of the book contains side-by-side the Greek text (reproduced from the edition of Papadopoulos-Kerameus, Varia Graeca Sacra, St. Petersburg 1909) and an English translation, followed by detailed commentary. The two introductory sections are accompanied by endnotes and there are a bibliography, an index of Greek words, and a general index.
 The translation is scholarly and maintains a masterful balance between reproducing a text closely connected to the original Byzantine Greek, that also reads very well in English. Joining the edition, corresponding translation, and commentary in one volume makes this book a useful tool for classroom teaching of Byzantine Greek language and Byzantine history at all levels. The commentary [End Page 486] is extensive and very useful, containing comparisons of grammatical forms that differ in usage in Classical and Byzantine Greek, and learned discussion of geographical locations, medical practice, dress, occupations, customs, and beliefs in seventh-century Constantinople and its environs. The volume aids in piecing together an image of Byzantine urban life and spirituality in the seventh century and takes its place among studies on the Lives and miracles of other contemporary (and earlier) saints as Kosmas and Damian, Cyrus and John of Alexandria, Demetrios of Thessalonica, Therapon, Theodore Tiro, Anastasios the Persian, and Patapios. The introduction and supplementary essay augment the translation by offering an examination of the cult of the saint and an analysis of the wider framework of historical trends in Byzantium that supported the belief system and customs evidenced in the text of the miracles of St. Artemios.
 There are two areas in the text where I believe a different interpretation is needed than the one provided in the translation. (1) Miracle 15, p. 103, line 1: the translation reads ". . . a certain man in voluntary service () . . ." I believe this should read ". . . a certain man in free labor service (as opposed to slave labor) . . ." (2) Miracle 22, p. 133, line 4 from the bottom of the page: "From time to time he would dress in such a way ()." I believe the translation should be emended to "At no time before has he dressed in such a manner," reflecting modern Greek usage of the terms rather than classical.
 The Miracles of St. Artemios is a fine contribution to the study of Byzantine language and culture and should enjoy wide readership among scholars and students alike.
 
   
  Stamatina McGrath  
  George Mason University 
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