Hartford's Catholic Legacy: Leadership (review)		
		
		

		

    
    

    

    

		
		

		

		
		
			

			

			

			
			
		
		
		
		
		

				
		
		
		

		
		
				
		
		
		
	
	
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						The Catholic Historical Review

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						 Hartford's Catholic Legacy: Leadership (review)
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Thomas Carty
						  
												
						
	The Catholic Historical Review
	
							The Catholic University of America Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 87, Number 3, July 2001
								
							
						
	pp. 531-533
	10.1353/cat.2001.0089
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							Buy Article for $14.00 (USD)


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			    The Catholic Historical Review 87.3 (2001) 531-533 

       
  [Access article in PDF]  Book Review 
  Hartford's Catholic Legacy:
 Leadership 
 
 
  Hartford's Catholic Legacy: Leadership. By Dolores Liptak, R.S.M. (Hartford, Connecticut: Archdiocese of Hartford. 1999. Pp. x, 437.)   Sister Dolores Liptak's story of the Catholic Church in Connecticut presents individuals worthy of admiration and imitation. Readers of Hartford's Catholic [End Page 531] Legacy: Leadership will find an impressive account of episcopal authority in the Diocese, and later Archdiocese, of Hartford. In less than 200 years, Catholicism made stunning advances in Connecticut. Without presenting a hagiography of Connecticut's bishops, Dr. Liptak nonetheless reveals how men of great faith employed time and talents toward constructing Catholic institutions. This book offers instructors inspiring stories of leading Catholics in one state of the Union.
 The diocese's first bishops demonstrated dedication, albeit in different manners, to Connecticut's poor immigrant Catholic population. Bishop William Tyler (1843-1849) modeled humility and charity through visits to the needy. Tyler's mission also included appealing for financial support from Vienna and Paris and recruiting priests from Dublin. Bishop Bernard O'Reilly (1850-1856) actively defended Catholics from violations of religious liberty and threats of violence. O'Reilly's successor, Bishop Francis P. McFarland (1858-1874), frustrated attempts to portray Catholicism as un-American, encouraged Catholics to support the Union during the Civil War, and accepted invitations to speak at Protestant churches.
 In responses to challenges from continued immigration, the diocese undertook dramatic changes. Connecticut produced half of the nation's firearms by 1860, and such industrial strength attracted Irish and German immigrants seeking employment. Connecticut's Catholic population doubled during the 1850's. The bishops encountered immigrants from increasingly diverse ethnic and linguistic traditions. From 1879 to 1934, Bishops Lawrence S. McMahon (1879-1893), Michael Tierney (1894-1908), and John J. Nilan (1910-1934) created national parishes for these arriving Poles, Italians, Hungarians, Lithuanians, and Slovaks. These bishops recruited priests from eastern and southern Europe, and sent clerics to study in European seminaries so that they might better serve these non-English-speaking immigrant populations.
 The Catholic Church in Connecticut confronted new challenges after the substantial development of the 1930's and 1940's. In 1953 Connecticut's Catholic population reached nearly 750,000--33% of the state's 2.25 million residents. The Holy See established the Archdiocese of Hartford, whose Metropolitan accepted responsibility for the Diocese of Providence (Rhode Island) and for Connecticut's newly created Dioceses of Bridgeport and Norwich. Despite recent reversals in the diocese's steady growth, Hartford ranks fourteenth in size nationally and fifth in donations to Catholic charities. Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin (1991-present) has promoted vocations to the priesthood, evangelization, and social justice as the archdiocese's goals for the twenty-first century.
 Hartford's Catholic Legacy deserves consideration for various courses, and provides a useful resource for scholars of the Catholic Church in Connecticut. Readers and researchers would have benefited from more photographs, a chronology, and a bibliography, but Liptak's story reads well, carefully follows academic standards, and highlights critical decisions in facilitating Catholic [End Page 532] worship in Connecticut. Liptak demonstrates particularly cogent understanding of immigration's impact on U.S. Catholicism. Leadership would also provide a strong addition to a course on Connecticut history. While signs of numerical decline inspire re-examination of diocesan activity, Liptak offers a broad panorama of Catholicism's successes in Connecticut.
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