Brassies, Mashies, and Bootleg Scotch: Growing Up on America’s First Heroic Golf Course (review)		
		
		

		

    
    

    

    

		
		

		

		
		
			

			

			

			
			
		
		
		
		
		

				
		
		
		

		
		
				
		
		
		
	
	
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Journal of Sport History

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						 Brassies, Mashies, and Bootleg Scotch: Growing Up on America’s First Heroic Golf Course (review)
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  George B. Kirsch
						  
												
						
	Journal of Sport History
	
							North American Society for Sport History
							
	
							
								
									Volume 39, Number 2, Summer 2012
								
							
						
	pp. 351-353
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Brassies, Mashies, and Bootleg Scotch: Growing Up on America’s First Heroic Golf Course
 
	 George B. Kirsch
 

 
 
 Kirkpatrick, Bill. Brassies, Mashies, and Bootleg Scotch: Growing Up on America’s First Heroic Golf Course. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2011. Pp. 176. Illustrations. $16.95 cb.
 
  Brassies, Mashies, and Bootleg Scotch is a welcome addition to the subgenre of golf memoirs. It is especially valuable because its author, Bill Kilpatrick, is not a famous champion, course architect, or entertainer. Rather, he is a journalist and recreational golfer whose father was greenkeeper at several prominent country clubs between the First and Second World Wars. In this brief, highly entertaining and engaging book, Kilpatrick combines a loving portrait of his dad, William (“Bill”) Kilpatrick, with a nostalgic recollection of his boyhood and caddying days at the ultra exclusive National Golf Links of America. The book concludes with the author’s lament about the passing of “the good old days” of early American golf, his critique of the state of the game today, and his explanation of the causes of golf’s supposed decline from its earlier golden age.
 The elder Bill Kilpatrick was one of dozens of Scottish golf professionals and greenkeepers who migrated to the United States during the 1890s and early 1900s to teach the fundamentals of the game to Americans and to lay out the nation’s first golf grounds. The author correctly observes that in those days golf in Scotland was a democratic pastime with extensive participation by common folk, but he repeats the misconception that during golf’s formative years in the United States the sport was “played only by the affluent” (p. 5). In fact, from the mid 1890s to World War I municipal governments in New York, [End Page 351] Boston, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and several other cities built municipal golf grounds that were patronized by thousands of middle- and working-class players of both sexes and all ages.
 The younger Kilpatrick chronicles and celebrates the contribution that his father (whom he calls the “Old Man”) made to the growth of golf from the early 1900s to the 1950s. William Kilpatrick was born in western Scotland but grew up in St. Andrews, where he learned to play golf on the historic Old Course. He came to the United States in 1908 to help build the course at the Siwanoy Country Club in Mount Vernon, New York. After World War I he supervised the construction of courses at the Century Golf Club in White Plains, New York; the Sunnydale Country Club in Scarsdale, New York; and the Maidstone Country Club in East Hampton, Long Island. Next came the high point of his career, when he was hired as greenkeeper at the National Golf Links of America, adjacent to Southampton on eastern Long Island. He remained there until 1943, when the club’s management fired him due to austerity measures necessitated by World War II. The author suspects (but presents no conclusive evidence) that his father’s willingness to share his detailed knowledge with the club’s professional, Alick Gerard, cost him his job. He reasons that Girard learned enough from Kilpatrick to qualify for the positions of head professional and greenkeeper, thus making Kilpatrick expendable. After the war the elder Kilpatrick worked at a few other clubs, but by then the technology of golf course maintenance had passed him by. When he died of a heart attack at age seventy-four in 1963 he was road inspector for Branford, Connecticut. Kilpatrick effectively conveys a sense of his father’s humble nature and his passion for his craft. (His dad preferred to call himself a “greenkeeper” because he considered the title “golf course superintendent” to be pretentious.) His goal was simply to create a golf course which would “blend seamlessly into the land and surroundings upon which it was built, to look as if it had been in place since time immemorial” (p. 63).
 The most compelling passages of Brassies, Mashies, and Bootleg Scotch are Kilpatrick’s recollections of his youth and adolescence as a rather lonely child who revered his demanding but devoted dad. Each winter he struggled mightily to satisfy his perfectionist parent as...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2155-8450
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0094-1700
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 351-353
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-12-29
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	