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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Foreword I get the feeling that book collecting has come back into fashion. Recently several book collectors have called us asking for back issues of The Missouri Review containing stories by writers like Ray Carver, Russell Banks, Naghib Mahfouz, and Ursula Le Guin—copies of which are unfortunately long gone. Collectors of the future take note: This issue introduces several writers for whom I predict noteworthy careers; at least four of these stories are their author's first significant publication. I am especially impressed by Susan Perabo's beautifully wrought "Explaining Death to the Dog." There is a fabular thread to several of these stories, by both the young and the established writers. Alan Levin's "The Grave Diggers and the Elephant" and Susan Gaine's "The Mouse" are both realistic yet magical fictions, as is Nelson Wu's "Deaf Mute." Poetry in this issue features remarkable work from Ricardo PauLlosa , a young Havana-born poet whose family moved to Miami when he was six. Pau-Llosa, who is an art critic as well as a poet, describes a history haunted by two languages and landscapes. Also featured is the lively, feisty Penelope Austin and the always wonderfully reckless James Tate. Henry Hager's essay "Hiroshima Notes" tells of what it was like, in 1945, to be one of the first Americans to visit Hiroshima after the bomb was dropped. Too young and brash to know any better, Hager surreptitiously went to investigate the aftermath of the bomb. These many years later, he finally relates the sometimes surprising testimony of those he questioned. A second essay, Valerie Hurley's "Rider's on the Earth," is a deeply moving meditation on what Hurley calls "the generation of Hiroshima." The interview of novelist Robb Forman Dew is another reason for collectors to buy issue number one of our fourteenth volume year before we run out of stock. Dew's first novel, Dale Loves Sophie to Death, was well attended, receiving among other plaudits the American Book Award; her second novel, The Time of Her Life, concerns the rich but fractured life of a child living in an alcoholic, dysfunctional family; her third novel is now finished, and will be out in spring, 1992. In the interview Dew describes the paradox of being someone with deeply Southern roots—her father was a doctor who fought for civil rights, her grandfather was John Crowe Ransom—yet not herself being one who quite fits the mold of a "Southern writer." The History As Literature selection for this issue is Fannie E. Borden's entertaining description of the life of a "Sooner" in Indian Territory in the 1880s. Fannie Borden's short oral autobiography is one of the best such descriptions in the Indian and Pioneer Papers at the Western History Collection of the University of Oklahoma. Thanks to Curator Donald L. DeWitt and Librarian John R. Lovett for helping guide me through that fine collection. SM Through sheer folly, Stephen King blunders into the Acme Paper Company's largest forest preserve. ... 
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