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BOOK REVIEWS

Medicine in Society. Edited by Andrew Wear. London: Cambridge Univ. Press,
1992. Pp. 379. $89.95 hardback; $29.95 paperback.
"The social history of medicine has come of age," proclaims the first line of
the introduction to this collection of essays, which span the complexities of
Classical times to predictions based on modern demographic trends. The book,
once past the Middle Ages, is Anglocentric, and like most collections of essays,
of varying quality. Overall there is an emphasis on medicine "from the bottom
up," that is from the point of view of the patient and the society in which
medicine operated, rather than the isolated and often practically irrelevant pronouncements of famous physicians. Taking this viewpoint is much easier said
than done, and the essays in this book show the full range of outcomes.

Vivian Nutton's opening essay on Graeco-Roman medicine and society shows
masterful knowledge not only of the conventional histories of medicine, but of
classical antiquity as well. In an elegantly synthesized and admirably concise
work, he summarizes many current historiographical questions, offers eminently
reasonable positions on them, and leaves the reader with the feeling not only
of having learned at the hands of a master, but of slightly regretting that the
essay is only as long as it is. Good prose and good history do not always accom-

pany one another, nor does the effortless way in which Mr. Nutton handles
masses of primary and secondary source material represent the norm. This
essay alone justifies the book.
Katherine Park next offers an effort on the Middle Ages. Perhaps because
the period bears too directly on our own in terms of medicine and society (the

university and the hospital are medieval inventions, while plague, leprosy, and
other known diseases are discernible, and government involvement in medicine
dawns) her essay is less satisfying.
The next two essays, Roy Porter's "The Patient in England, c. 1660—c. 1800"
and Andrew Wear's "Making Sense of Health and the Environment in Early
Modern England," are workmanlike solid efforts. If not scintillating, they are
at least products of serious scholarship and are coherently presented. By this
point in the book, however, the emphasis on England begins and is only kept

from being intrusive by the authors' knowledge of Western European developments in addition to those in Britain.

Gunter Risse's essay "Medicine in the Age of the Enlightenment" comes as a
rather startling contrast to the rest of the book. Its role is explained in somewhat
ambiguous terms in the introduction of the book.
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The quality of the essays becomes immediately more satisfying with L. Gran-

shaw's "The Rise of the Modern Hospital in Britain." Had this essay been placed
before that of Risse, the latter's essay would have suffered less from gaps in
intellectual history between the Middle Ages and the Enlightenment. Although
the essay is comparatively short, it is able to capsulize the essential points in the
development of the hospital and its role in health care from the Middle Ages
through the nineteenth century and into the twentieth.

Irvine Loudon's essay on the period of medical reform (1750—1850) is cast
in the same mold. Another carefully crafted, elegantly and clearly written essay,

this piece lays out the historiography of the subject in an admirable way and

then proceeds to treat its subject skilfully. The author's ability to see the components that have lead to opposing views of the reform movement allows a synthetic rather than a polemic conclusion.

Elizabeth Fee and Dorothy Porter combine next in "Public Health, Preventive

Medicine and Professionalization: England and America in the Nineteenth Cen-

tury" and continue the strong series of essays that comprise the central part of
this tome. Again, the rise of the concept of public health is placed in the larger

sphere of the social history of the two countries (and to a lesser extent several
European ones).

Roy Porter's essay, "Madness and the Institutions," begins inevitably as a critique of Michael Foucault's concept of the "great confinement," a manifestation
of absolutist government. Porter, without totally denying Foucault's ideas any
value, discretely adds a number of other causes and responses that contributed
to institutionalization of those judged insane.

"Providers, Consumers, the State and the Delivery of Health Care Services in
Twentieth Century Britain" by Jane Lewis puts into perspective the social forces
in play in the development of health care delivery in modern Britain. The
author shows how governmental belief that scientific medicine was the key to
assuring a healthy population allowed the medical profession to secure its own
position. This essay is most adroit in its evocation of the various contenders for
power over health care. Anyone wishing an historical perspective on the British
National Health Service would do well to start with this essay.

The book closes with a translation of an article by Arthur E. Imhof, entitled
"The Implications of Increased Life Expectancy for Family and Social Life" I
consider this an extremely poor choice of an essay to close a book that, for the
most part, is of high quality.
Stephen R. Ell

Department of Radiology
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature. By Donna J. Haraway.
New York: Routledge, 1991.

In her previous book, Primate Visions: Gender, Race and Nature in the World of

Modern Science, Donna Haraway argued that scientific visions of monkeys and
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