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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Justice Bertha Wilson: One Woman's Difference
 
	 Suzanne Bouclin
 

 
 
 Kim Brooks, ed. Justice Bertha Wilson: One Woman's Difference. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2009, 328 p.
 
  The legacy of Bertha Wilson, the first woman to sit on the Supreme Court of Canada, has been discussed in academic venues,1 while her private life has been the subject of a rich—though at times contentious—authorized biography.2 Justice Bertha Wilson: One Woman's Difference is an original contribution to this broader discussion through its engagement with difference as it relates to women's relationships to and interactions with law.
 Concern with differences—whether biological, social, or epistemological—continues to foreground discussions about the utility of the category "women" as the focal point of feminist theories and activism. On the question of whether women judges "make a difference," Bertha Wilson was unequivocal: they can provide a unique perspective on the issues before them by virtue of their lives as women and their experiences of discrimination.3 Since Wilson's path-breaking pronouncements however, feminist understandings of the impact of gender equity on the bench have been further complicated by a greater attention to the divergences in women's experiences depending on where they are located along shifting axes of privilege and disadvantage. Thus, the category "women judges" remains open to deconstruction, or at least destabilization, and it seems untenable to suggest that the voices of women judges can or should be representative of all women. And yet, as many of the contributors to One Woman's Difference suggest, there remains an expectation that women judges will have a direct and meaningful impact on the lives of women and other equality-seeking groups.
 To this end, as Kim Brooks explains in her introduction, the central aim of this collection of essays is to grapple with the difference made by one extraordinary woman. Nevertheless, Brooks adds that a shared understanding weaves through each contribution: "making a difference" cannot always be evaluated in positive or negative terms, and, in any event, the difference made is always context specific and shifts across space and time. Unsurprisingly, then, contributors highlight how difference in judicial decision-making is always relevant; however, they may not agree about the form and content of such contextual inquiries or about the modes through which difference should be incorporated in legal analysis. [End Page 239]
 Brooks successfully brings together articles that "speculate" about who Justice Wilson was "as a person"—and there can be no doubt that the subject of this collection is admired, respected, and regarded with affection and collegiality by her interlocutors—through her "pioneering, influential and extraordinary" public life (p. 9). Perhaps as a nod to Justice Wilson's own ambivalence toward—or, at least, complicated relationship to—feminism, the editor never explicitly states that all twenty-three collaborators are feminist legal thinkers and activists. The sixteen articles that make up this collection—thematically organized into "Foundations," "Controversy," and "Reflections"—investigate, document, celebrate, and advance knowledge about the way in which one woman's incisive legal thought was shaped and reflected through her complex and contradictory interactions with others in multiple contexts: equal parts measured instrumentalist and innovator (Katz); nimble legal thinker transposing concepts from legal fields often assumed to be separate (Sarra); self-effacing and meticulous academic lawyer (Fernandez and Tice); direct and indirect role model (Turnbull; Buckley); embodiment of contradictory feminist principles (Benedet); feminist judge (Baines); prolific writer of concurring and dissenting opinions (Belleau, Johnson, and Vinters); pragmatist committed to judicial education (Cairns Way and Brettel Dawson); and deeply empathetic person (O'Byrne).
 "Foundations" explores Justice Wilson's tangible impact on the practice of law and on judicial reasoning, namely: her contextual approach to specific legal questions. For instance, Moira McConnell persuasively takes readers through a body of case law broadly defined as contract law and draws out three adages that convey Justice Wilson's experiential and empathetic aesthetic, which in turn inform her conception of fairness, justice, and equality. In the first adage, "chickens come home to roost," a karmic foundation underlies Wilson's interest in establishing consequences for unethical behaviour, and especially, the constitution of punitive damages. In the second, "having your cake and...
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