
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Reviews in American History

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Partisan Politics and the End of Slavery
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Herman Belz
						  
												
						
	Reviews in American History
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 30, Number 1, March 2002
								
							
						
	pp. 58-65
	10.1353/rah.2002.0003
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			    Reviews in American History 30.1 (2002) 58-65 

       
  [Access article in PDF]  Partisan Politics And The End Of Slavery 
  Herman Belz 
 
   Michael Vorenberg. Final Freedom: The Civil War, the Abolition of Slavery, and the Thirteenth Amendment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. xviii + 305 pp. Illustrations, appendix, bibliography, and index. $29.95.  For more than three decades a substantial body of historical writing has illuminated the nature, scope, and purpose of national civil rights policy in the Civil War era. Influenced by the modern civil rights movement, this scholarship rests on the assumption that historical study can make an essential contribution to the elimination of racial inequality and discrimination from American society. In the civil rights revisionist interpretation the abolition of slavery and enactment of civil rights guarantees for African Americans, although recognized as having a partisan dimension, have generally been viewed as embodying a higher and more enlightened type of public policy than that which results from the interest group conflicts that are usually seen as the norm in American politics.
 Michael Vorenberg's study of the framing and ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment acknowledges, and to some extent depends upon, the contribution of civil rights revisionist scholarship. Yet the era of the civil rights revolution is over, and Vorenberg has little interest in the relationship between historical research and the solution of contemporary civil rights issues. To be sure, at the end of his study he observes that "as modern society becomes increasingly complex, unanticipated forms of oppression will surface, and the struggle for personal liberty will take on unexpected dimensions." When this happens it will require "a reconsideration of the Thirteenth Amendment's meaning" (p. 250). Yet the logical inference of this book, consistent with the methodology on which it rests, is that nothing which the authors of the amendment thought or intended will affect future struggles against oppression. As a matter of practical reason this is probably not true. However this is not the place to take up a philosophical question that, while implicit in his writing, is not directly addressed in the author's research design. Suffice it to say that Vorenberg is content--emphatically so--to distance himself from scholars who have sought to recover the true or original meaning of the Thirteenth Amendment. [End Page 58]
 Intending his book not as a brief for or against any specific reading of the amendment, Vorenberg writes as a philosophical historicist. His aim is "to place the amendment in its proper historical context by recreating the climate in which the measure was drafted, debated and adopted" (p. 2). Although examining the congressional debates on the subject in great detail, Vorenberg regards the activity of elite deliberative bodies as "simply one part, albeit the most visible part, of a social and political process of [higher] law making" (p. 3). His research design emphasizes what can be referred to as popular or cultural constitutionalism. From this perspective he views the making of the antislavery amendment as "the fluid interaction between politics, law, and society in the Civil War era" (p. 3).
 In the broadest sense Vorenberg argues that the Thirteenth Amendment "was, above all, a product of historical contingency" (p. 3). In offering this thesis the author appears to have in mind something other than that the obvious consideration that the South might have won the war, in which case slavery would not have been abolished. His point, rather, is to criticize scholars who have treated the antislavery amendment "as a predictable epilogue to the Emancipation Proclamation or as an obligatory prologue to the Fourteenth Amendment" (p. 2). Vorenberg is interested in politics, not the philosophy of history. In emphasizing the contingent nature of the antislavery amendment he seeks to convey the idea that the amendment was not a deliberately conceived project with an agreed upon purpose. To ask what its framers and ratifiers thought they were adopting is to indulge in teleological thinking. Such thinking is unhistorical, Vorenberg says, for it makes the framers "seem more focused on the amendment than they actually were" (p. 249). Far from inevitable or necessary, passage...
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1080-6628
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0048-7511
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 58-65
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2002-03-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	