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   We salute you on your centennial,
 Monatshefte,
 Witness of the changing times,
 Mirror of the shifting trends,
 Pillar in the scholarly quicksands,
 Twentieth-century survivor!
 We greet you on your hundredth birthday,
 Warder of the scattered Germanists,
 Those entering the field, and
 Those passing through,
 Those ascending, and
 Those descending,
 Those exiting,
 Those revisiting,
 And revisited.
 We salute you, mighty connector,
 Witness, guardian, barometer,
 Friendly arbitrator.
 We salute you on your birthday
 Young centenarian.
 —Gabrielle Bersier, Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis
 
  As a younger scholar in the wide field of German Studies, Monatshefte has consistently oriented me in the direction of the smartest, most stimulating scholarship around. It uniquely combines openness to diverse approaches and periods with the most exacting intellectual standards. I am particularly indebted to its many fine contributions over the years in my period of specialization, the long eighteenth century. But I am equally delighted by how frequently its contributions have led me "astray" into exciting new territory outside my range of expertise. In short, there has been no single better site for me to engage with the most vibrant currents of our discipline.
 —Elliott Schreiber, Vassar College
 
  The 100th issue of Monatshefte is a moment for both celebrating what has been accomplished and spelling out our best wishes for what might lie ahead in the future. The journal is a place for securing and transforming the study of [End Page 5] German and its intellectual and literary history in an increasingly interdisciplinary debate and an increasingly international world. Monatshefte has been a leading force in thinking through the primary points of reference for German studies—linguistic and cultural education, literary education, the development of principles of criticism—and to propose new and challenging directions in each of these. This remains an endeavor of basic importance, even if we increasingly understand that what we might have thought of as primary entities—the identity of language and culture—are in fact places of negotiation, exchange, and dynamic change in the first place. Monatshefte represents this intrinsically dynamic process of culture and literature in deliberate and critically illuminating ways—as an American journal devoted to German language and literature, as a journal oriented towards education and the public audience, and, finally, as a journal offering its readers the patient work of scholarship on the one hand and the boldness of intellectual adventures on the other.
 The journal distinguishes itself by offering a forum of discussion that guarantees highest standards in quality and relevance and, at the same time, is of the most liberal spirit. Due to the conceptual energy and mobility of its editors, Monatshefte launches new incentives for rethinking the nature of the critical act itself—recent developments such the column for revisiting 20th century positions of criticism or emphasizing the relationship between literature and culture or between literature and media are among them. By doing so in the vein of openness rather than partisanship and of experiment rather than repeating established positions, Monatshefte reinforces what criticism is about first and foremost. The act of criticism strives to explore the farthest reaching questions within the specificity of a given object: What makes this journal focusing on a specific language and culture indispensable is that such an interrogation of the specific is the only way to understand what the 'inter' means in international discussions and interdisciplinary debates.
 —Rüdiger Campe, Yale University
 
  Menschen und Zeitschriften altern bekanntlich auf unterschiedliche Weisen. Dem hundertjährigen Greis mit Hörgerät, Plastiklinsen, Ersatzhüfte und künstlichem Herzen kann man nicht weitere hundert Jahre Wohlergehen wünschen, ohne dass es lächerlich oder makaber klingt. Das ist bei Zeitschriften anders. Die Monatshefte waren von Anfang an im besten Alter und sind seit einem halben Jahrhundert eines der international führenden germanistischen Periodika. Ich kam 1968 mit einem Fulbright...
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