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S T E I N B E C K  F E L L OW S  P R O G R A M  2 0 0 4 – 2 0 0 5
The Steinbeck Fellows Program of San Jose State University,

which was endowed through the generosity of Martha Heasley

Cox, Professor Emerita, offers new writers of any age and back-

ground the opportunity to pursue a significant project in collab-

oration with other writers, faculty, and graduate students. The

Steinbeck Fellows Program is named in honor of author John

Steinbeck and is guided by his lifetime of work in literature, the

media, and environmental activism. Fellows may be appointed

in many fields, including literary scholarship, fiction, drama,

education, science, and the media. The genre of poetry, how-

ever, is excluded. 

Currently, SJSU offers a one-year fellowship in Steinbeck schol-

arship and one or more one-year fellowships in creative writing. In

awarding fellowships, the selection committee considers the quality

of the candidate's proposal and any factors that would lead to expec-

tations of future publication and other achievement. The creative

writing fellowship does not require that there be any direct connec-

tion between Steinbeck's works and that of the applicant. Appli-

cants who are enrolled in a graduate program of study must furnish

evidence that they have completed all coursework, except any course

registration associated with a thesis.

The fellowships afford a stipend of $7,500. Housing assis-

tance available. 

Application materials: Resumé, proposal or prospectus for

work to be written (one to three pages), writing sample (no

more than thirty pages), three letters of recommendation,
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three additional references or contacts, stamped self-

addressed envelope 

Deadline for 2004–5 Steinbeck Fellowships: 15 April  2004

Announcement of Awards: Before 1 July 2004

Address all application materials and questions about the program to:
Paul Douglass, Coordinator Steinbeck Fellows Program 

English Department

San Jose State University

San Jose, CA 95192-0090

pdouglas@email.sjsu.edu 

Phone: 408-924-4425, fax: 408-924-4580

T H E  L O U I S  OW E N S  E S S AY  P R I Z E
Beginning in the spring of 2004, the Louis Owens Essay Prize

will be given annually by the Center for Steinbeck Studies at

San Jose State University to the best undergraduate or graduate

student essay on the work of John Steinbeck. Essays may focus

on particular works or be inspired in some way by Steinbeck's

ecological, historical, or political vision.

The winning essay will be awarded a $250 prize and pub-

lished in Steinbeck Studies.
This essay prize was established in the memory of Louis

Owens, scholar, teacher, writer. It honors both his fine work on

Steinbeck and his commitment to his students.

Deadline for Submissions: 1 May 2004

Essays will be read by members of the Editorial Board and

the winner announced by 1 August 2004.

Essays may be 15–40 pages. 

Please submit with cover letter and one letter from advi-

sor/professor.

Please submit in MLA format.

Mail essays to:
Susan Shillinglaw

Center for Steinbeck Studies

Martin Luther King Jr. Library

San Jose State University

San Jose, CA 95192 


