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     	 Mennonites and Mormons in Northern Chihuahua, Mexico
 
	 Rondal R. Bridgemon (bio)
 

 
 
 
   The Casas Grandes region of northern Chihuahua has long been recognized as a place of great cultural diversity. Over the years, the region has been occupied by the inhabitants of Paquimé, Tarahumaras, Spaniards, Sumas, Apaches, Americans, Chinese, and of course, Mexicans. Two additional groups, Mennonites and Mormons, came south into Mexico to avoid persecution for their religious and cultural practices.
 
  The Mennonite Colonies
 Whether you cross the border into Mexico from Arizona, New Mexico, or Texas on your journey to the Mata Ortiz region, you will travel on Highway 2 toward Janos, the center of Apache activity at the end of the nineteenth century. Once you turn south on Highway 10 toward Casas Grandes, you will start seeing roadside stands with cheese for sale, and you will know that you're in Mennonite country.
 The Mennonites in Chihuahua are descendants of sixteenth-century Swiss Anabaptists who followed the basic Christian teachings of Menno Simons, a former Catholic priest who started the movement. The Mennonites' practices of pacifism and forsaking of secular ways brought the inevitable persecution for their beliefs. They scattered throughout Europe and then southern Russia, developing an extensive farming industry wherever they went. By the 1870s, when Russian authorities stated that only Russian could be spoken in schools and that Mennonites would no longer be exempt from military service, it was time to move once again. Several thousand moved to Canada, where they were once again promised freedom from persecution for their beliefs and practices. Within twenty years these promises faded, and the faithful started looking south to Mexico. [End Page 71]
 In 1921, six Mennonite men from Canada entered Mexico by train from Nogales, Arizona. They looked at several areas in the state of Sonora but found nothing suitable. In Chihuahua, not far from the capital, they found land ideal for farming, primarily for wheat. It was time to negotiate with government officials.
 In 1921, Old Colony Mennonites in Saskatchewan and Manitoba, Canada, received permission to immigrate and a promise of noninterference from Mexico's President Alvaro Obregón. The Mexican government was interested in having farmers settle on lands that had been owned by foreigners prior to the Mexican Revolution. They purchased around 200,000 acres of land just north of Cuauhtémoc, a city some fifty miles west of Chihuahua City. President Obregón essentially pledged that the Mennonites would be exempt from military service and could educate their children in their own fashion and conduct business among themselves in their normal manner.
 In the spring of 1922, the first of numerous chartered trains left Canada for Mexico. Each train cost thousands of dollars to charter and was loaded with dozens of families with their personal items, farming equipment, and livestock. The newly arrived immigrants worked extremely hard and quickly transformed the desert prairie north of Cuauhtémoc into the breadbasket of Chihuahua. In the 1930s, the Mexican government tried to terminate the special rights that President Obregón had given to the Mennonites. Fortunately, President Cárdenas re-established these guarantees.
 Then in 1960, due to a land shortage and a new paved road through Cuauhtémoc's Manitoba Colony that threatened the colony's isolation, the Mennonites founded the Buenos Aires Colony just west of Janos. In 1962 they purchased more land and founded the Capulín Colony southeast of Janos. They purchased more land south of Janos and west of Highway 10 in 1979, for what became the Cuervo Colony. More land was purchased and two more colonies, Las Virginias and Buena Vista, were established in the 1980s near Buenos Aires in the Janos region. Each colony is composed of a number of campos. The census estimate for the colonies in 1987 was about 1,500 inhabitants, and it is estimated that there were about 80,000 Old Colony Mennonites in Mexico in 2003.
 As with their previous migrations, the Mennonites came to the Janos municipality so that they could maintain their culture and religion in relative isolation, much as they have done since their fifteenth-century beginnings in central Europe. Mennonites are committed to nonviolence [End Page 72] and pacifism...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $14.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $24.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2158-1371
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0894-8410
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 71-77
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-08-03
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	