
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Journal of Literary & Cultural Disability Studies

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						 Conference Report: Theorizing Normalcy and the Mundane—3rd International Annual Conference, University of Chester
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Cassie Ogden
						  
												
						
	Journal of Literary & Cultural Disability Studies
	
							Liverpool University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 7, Number 1, 2013
								
							
						
	pp. 105-109
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 Conference Report: Theorizing Normalcy and the Mundane—3rd International Annual Conference, University of Chester
 
	 Cassie Ogden (bio)
 

 
 
 
  Jointly hosted by the University of Chester, Manchester Metropolitan University, and Sheffield Hallam University, the third international conference of Theorizing Normalcy and the Mundane was held on 26–27 June 2012. After two years of success, taking over the mantle at the University of Chester was no easy task but this year’s theme “Cripping the Norm” once again attracted a diverse, impassioned, and eclectic mix of delegates and papers. As it becomes more established, Theorizing Normalcy still maintains its original objective to create an interdisciplinary and actively inclusive environment to engage critically with notions of the “norm.” The philosophy of the conference was summed up beautifully this year by Dan Goodley: “If you think achieving ‘normality’ is either desirable or possible, then perhaps you are in the wrong place.” The opening address further consolidated the motivation behind the yearly event by a purposively provocative and precarious introduction to the notion of “cripping” by discussing the subversion of the “disabled” gaze as highlighted through one of the last scenes of the Channel Four series Cast Offs (Eleven Film, 2009). Disrupting notions of what should be and what is remained a theme throughout a myriad of papers over the course of the conference, through a variety of different contexts including politics, bodies, disability, sexuality, and culture.
 I was the first keynote speaker and wasted no time with formalities or false ideas of decency. I introduced the room to musings on the leaky body in an attempt to dispel the myths of the body controlled. By highlighting the convenience of the forced ideas of “naturally” controlled bodies to neo-liberal regimes and consumerism, I attempted to challenge the audience to overcome notions of embarrassment and shame associated with bodily waste products. I utilized the work of Shildrick and Bauman to form my theoretical foundations. Through the location of society as liquid modern, the possibilities of rejecting the [End Page 105] fallacious imaginary of the controlled body were discussed. In our differences we find sameness and, as Bauman states, it is only through making the familiar unfamiliar that understandings can be achieved. I attempted to blur the boundaries of normalcy through the specific example of leaky corporeality, and many more interesting interrogations of normalcy were scheduled.
 Panel sessions on the first day offered a choice of papers about diversity, bodies, life, narrative, and culture. Personal highlights included a fellow critical sociologist, Damian Milton, who delivered a paper critiquing dominant professional ideas on neurodiversity that ended in a call for “autistic solidarity” and the realization of the “normalcy” of diversity. This paper provided an important reminder of the possible dangers of the sociological theory offered by Parsons and Durkheim, who built their understanding of society on notions of normalized behaviour and personality. Within critical disability studies, Milton asserted, the critical sociologist is often overlooked. He addressed this problem further by highlighting parallels between psychiatric work and that of renowned sociologists.
 Disruption and disobedience were the focus of Anat Greenstein’s paper on inclusive education. A self-professed dreamer, Greenstein called for careful strategic planning of resistance to overcome barriers against inclusion and participation in education. Greenstein’s strong social analysis, which was in part informed by ethnographic data, convinced the audience that these dreams could possibly come true, by valuing expressions of resistance in a democratic education system. This strong start to the culture panel was particularly fitting as Alex Tankard and Eimir McGrath made their Theorizing Normalcy debuts. Reflecting the inter-disciplinary nature of the conference, Tankard cast a critical cultural eye over the life and work of Aubrey Beardsley and posed the question of what “crip pride” might look like pre-disability movement. The Victorian perceptions of disability were far from enlightened and set the foundation for oppression of disabled people. Yet Beardsley refused to rise to the accusations thrown at him and transformed his tuberculosis and, in turn, his disabled identity into stylized portraits of himself. McGrath’s exploration of physical disability in dance demonstrated another way to explore “cripping.” Using Garland-Thomson’s concept of the baroque stare, McGrath explained how dance offers...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1757-6466
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					1757-6458
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 105-109
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-04-05
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	