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  A virtual unknown in recent literary studies, Frances Bridges Marshall, writing under the pseudonym of Alan St. Aubyn, was well known during the late nineteenth century as an author of women's varsity novels.1 Sally Mitchell's The New Girl: Girls' Culture in England, 1880–1915 provides much needed—and the only to date—critical attention on Frances Marshall but provides little in the way of biography, literary history, or background on the writer.2 Marshall wrote several books about the first bright young women university students in late nineteenth-century England. Her strong, likeable women characters excel in their university studies and grapple with discussions about gender and education. From one perspective, the subject matter alone was a protest to many traditional and cultural expectations for women. In The Junior Dean (1891), The Master of St. Benedict's (1893), and A Proctor's Wooing (1897), we see Marshall wrestling with society's fears that women students will choose careers over wife and motherhood. But rather than contradict society's fears about educated women, Marshall's novels ultimately reinforce cultural attitudes and arguments against university education for women. Such ambivalence seems surprising to a contemporary reader. Why write books about aspiring young women going to university for the first time and then criticize them for doing so? As we shall see, in a sense the novels serve as late-Victorian morality tales. Young women are seduced into a college education, but only the lucky ones escape to happy and healthy lives as wives and mothers. More important, Marshall's equivocation may be traced both to changing cultural milieu and personal economic struggle. [End Page 331]
  Economics, Education, & Class
 An archived entry from Who's Who shows Frances Bridges Marshall was born on 31 December 1837 in Surrey, England, as the youngest child of George Bramstone Bridges, a lawyer and dramatist. She married Matthew Marshall of St. Aubyn's, Tilverton, north Devon, from which she takes her pseudonym, "Alan St. Aubyn." Her education is listed as Essex and Cambridge; however, there is no evidence at Newnham or Girton that Marshall attended university.3 A member of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, she was both an author and an archaeologist,4 publishing more than fifty novels as well as numerous short stories, articles, and essays in publications such as the Quiver, Cassell's Magazine, the Queen, and the Temple. She also regularly published children's books for the Religious Tract Society and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and she was an expert on Old English embroidery.5
 At the time of her death in 1920, Frances Marshall's books were recognized as foundational texts in the varsity novel genre. G. H. Hardy writes in his introduction to A Mathematician's Apology that Marshall's A Fellow of Trinity (1891), while "a worse book than Marie Corelli's … can hardly be entirely bad if it fires a clever boy's imagination" and inspires him to go to Trinity College, Cambridge.6 Similarly, Alice Margaret Stevenson wrote in her 1920 campus novel, Hilary: The Story of a College Girl, about a young university woman educating her friends about women's colleges in Oxford: Brownie "spent the rest of the time giving them information about the women's colleges in Oxford, information which made up in luridness what it lacked in accuracy, and on every occasion she referred them to Allen [sic] St. Aubyn as the authority on the subject."7 Although both writers poke fun at the accuracy of Marshall's depiction of college life, it is clear her books were relatively well known and drew a diverse audience.
 Marshall's struggling economic situation may have been a significant cause for her ambivalence about women's education. Writing was always a necessity rather than a choice for Marshall. Her husband's death combined with the loss of their savings in the Australian stock market meant Marshall had no way to support and educate her five children. She published her first novel at fifty-three and wrote feverishly until ill health incapacitated her. In a letter to the Royal Literary Fund (RLF) dated 16 February...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Digital
							Article for $10.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1559-2715
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0013-8339
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 331-349
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2010-07-17
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
				
					
						Archive Status
					

					
						Ceased Publication
					

				

				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	