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 Little Red Riding Hood Uncloaked: Sex, Morality, and the Evolution of a Fairy Tale. By Catherine Orenstein. New York: Basic Books, 2002
 
  One of the most resonant of the traditional folktales, Little Red Riding Hood has attracted the attention of scholars for a number of years; Catherine Orenstein's book is just the latest attempt to trace Little Red's history from her oral beginnings as cautionary tale heroine to contemporary symbol of savvy, sexy girls. Little Red Riding Hood Uncloaked is an engaging and informative survey of some of the various incarnations this story has gone through from peasant morality tale to contemporary sex icon.
 The benefit of this study is that Orenstein has brought together a wealth of information, both scholarly and from popular culture, and she has done so with verve and in an entertaining manner. The weakness of the book—and it is a severe one—is in her scholarly apparatus, or lack thereof: source notes are relegated to a separate chapter in the back of the book but are not identified as such in the text itself, a technique which gives the unwary reader the unfortunate impression that much of Orenstein's discussion is her own analysis or scholarship, when in fact most of the book draws on or simply summarizes the previous work of a host of scholars, including Jack Zipes and Alan Dundes, each of whom published an in-depth study of this tale several years before Orenstein. Begun as a senior thesis project at Harvard over ten years ago, and citing as intellectual influences such well-known scholars as Zipes and Maria Tatar (who also wrote glowing back-jacket blurbs for the text), the book is thus unaccountably sloppy in its acknowledgement of source material. Yet the chapter notes and extensive bibliography indicate that Orenstein indeed did do a good bit of research of all types—French court documents, pop cultural texts, both visual and printed, and a great deal of social history, in addition to the folklore and literary folktale scholarship of the last several decades. Published by Basic Books, Little Red Riding Hood Uncloaked is aimed at a lay rather than academic audience, which perhaps accounts for the unorthodox method of documentation, yet in trying to accommodate a more general reading audience, Orenstein has alienated academics who might otherwise enjoy reading her work.
 The purpose of Little Red Riding Hood Uncloaked is to consider the cultural contexts of various versions of the story of Little Red, to explore "how her tale speaks to enduring [End Page 129] themes about men and women, of gender roles and how they change" (13). Orenstein has chosen ten major incarnations of the story, from earliest oral tales told by French peasants to twentieth-century American film versions, cartoons, media ads, and written revisions. Chapter 1 begins with the first printed version of the folk tale, that by Charles Perrault, and it considers not only Perrault's version of the tale but also Perrault himself and the court environment that his story addresses. Orenstein's overview of the social context of French fairy tales is basic, a mere distillation of the work of others who have previously covered the same ground. She says nothing new here except perhaps for those in her lay audience who have not previously been exposed to the history of classic fairy tales. Chapter 2 covers the story as told in the nineteenth century by the Grimms and their English translators, and again, Orenstein provides a readable but certainly not original context and explanation of how the Brothers adapted Perrault's tale to suit nineteenth-century German values and the newly developing genre of children's literature.
 Chapter 3 leaps back chronologically and discusses the early oral French version of the tale, "The Grandmother's Story," as examined by twentieth-century French folklorist Paul Delarue, followed by a "quick and dirty" survey of the various methods of interpreting folktales, such as the psychoanalytic approaches of Bruno Bettelheim and Erich Fromm, the socio-historical approach of Robert Darnton, and even the heroic journey...
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